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THE EARTH AND MAN, 


The relation between the earth and 
mau is so close, that the earth reaches 
its true meaning only in man, who 
alone of all God’s creatures is adapted 
by constitution to form its glory and 
crown. Such is the estimated organic 
connection between the two, that man’s 
destiny whether of glory or shame is 
shared by the earth, which is joined to 
him bya marriage that admits of no 
divorce. 

The Mosaic record—and in this its 
testimony is confirmed by the testimony 
of the rocks—describes the work of 
creation as a steady and progressive 
development from lower forms to higher, 
until the entire movement finally cul- 
minates in man, in whom nature with 
her necessary laws and blind forces ends 
and the world of free, conscious, per- 
sonal spirit begins. Man is the ruling 
idea which struggles through the long 
Geologic ages tocome to an expression, 
and which does come to an ever fuller, 
clearer expression, as we approach his 
advent. He isthe fulfillment of a grand 

prophecy, which fiuds utterance in all 
the pre-Adamic ages. Theearth through 
its entire Geological history was strug- 
gling to bring man to the birth, and 
like a kind parent mother, who makes 
provision for her expected offspring, 
was laying up vast stores for his future 
needs. It was made for man, and its 
history has no meaning except as it 
prepares the way for his advent. 

Thus foreshadowed by a succession of 
types, which meet and are folfilled in 
him, the last born of creation, it cannot 
be otherwise than that man should be 
perfectly adapted to the earth, of whose 
life he is the crowning glory. We find, 
accordingly, a wonderful adjustment of 
his constitution, physical, intellectual, 
and moral, to the constitution of the 
globe in which he has his abode. There 
is, for example, a certain periodicity in 
certain human functions, as of sleep, 
which coincides with the length of the 
natural day. Man everywhere takes 
his chief rest once in twenty-four hours ; 
and since his health requires this even 
where it is not imposed by outward 
circumstances, as in Polar regions, it is 
evident that this tendency to repose at 
regular recurring seasons, depends on 
his original constitution. But what is 
true of the length of the day is equally 
true of the seasons of the year, the mass 
of the globe, the magnitude of the 
ocean, the extent of the atmosphere 

the amount of light and heat, and in- 
numerable other particulars. 

There is a nice adjustment of man to 


the earth, but to the earth alone. Con- 
ceive man, with his present constitution 
of body and mind, to bé placed on Mer- 


cury, the planet nearest to the sun, or, 


on Neptune, the most distant from the 
sun, such are the physical relationships 
and arrangements in those other worlds, 
that man as now organized is no more 
fitted to live on them than in the bosom 
of the ocean. Ona Mercury, the light 
would instantly strike him blind; on 
Neptune, the cold would freeze the 
blood in his veins ; on the one he would 
be as heavy as lead, on the other as 
light as a feather; in short, there would 
be a total want of adaptation of his ma- 
terial organism to the material organ- 
ism by which he is surrounded. And 
if this be true already with respect to 
the other members of the Solar system, 
it is true in astill higher degree with 
respect to the distant astral systems, 
where nature presents aspects and is 
surrounded by conditions altogether 
unlike those familiar to us on earth. 
Man could not become a denizen of any 
one of these distant worlds without first 
receiving a new bodily organization and 
this would necessitate a new spiritual 
organization. He is the pre-ordained 
occupant of the earth. Its history 
foretold his coming, iis geological 
changes were designed to prepare 
him an abodg, the development of its 
life looked forward to him as its goal, 
its truth, and its constitution is in 
harmony and correspondence with the 
constitution of man. 
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A WORD FOR THE “ MERCERS- 
BURG REVIEW.” 


Elsewhere will be found a statement 
in regard to the continuance of the 
‘ Mercersburg Review.” Without 
meaning to reflect at all on the Board 
of Publication, the fact may be stated, 
that while the “ Messenger” and the 
‘‘ Guardian ” were brought before 
Synod, and provision made to take care 
of them during these hard times, the 
“ Review” seemed to be left out in 
the cold, with no word of comfort or 
cheer. It was said, that it would 
likely have to die, or perhaps go into 
a swoon, to be awaked again after a 
while, as was the case once before. It 
is now settled, that it is to live another 
year, as a publication of the Church, 
not as a private enterprize; for in tak- 
ing it off the hands of the Board, and 
freeing the Church from any pecuniary 
responsibility, it is not designed to sun- 
der its connection in any other way 
with the Church. 

It has been a legitimate publication 
of the Church, as really as the “ Mes- 

senger ” or the “ Guardian,” and in its 
day. it has done as important work. 


In securing for it new lease of life, the 
object is to keep it going until the 
Church can have an opportunity to say 
whether it wishes it to live on. 

As a publication, at one time pub- 
lished by the Alumni Association, we 
may ask whether they wish it to be 
discontinued? True, it has not been 
latterly under their direct care, but it 
is in the interest of a system of 
thought which they prize. We believe, 
that, if their attention is called to its 
wants, they will not allow it to perish 
for want of support. Perhaps it may 
be their desire hereafter to have it rep- 
resent, more than it now does, the 
literary, scientific, and philosophical 
interest, and they may do something to 
provide for this. But in any case, it 
has been resolved not to let it die before 
their voice can be heard at the next 
Commencement. Meanwhile, if they 
can help it tosome new subscribers, it 


will lighten the burden resting onthe} 


shoulders of those, who are now carry- 
ing it on. 

We may ask also, whether the Synod 
wishes its discontinuance? There is no 
other work so carefully consulted and 
studied by the students and young 
ministers of the Church, and. we do 
not believe thera is anywhere to be 
found within the same compass more 
solid theological thought, than in 
the pages of the “ Mercersburg Re- 
view’’ from the beginning. A new 
class of writers are coming on, who are 
quite equal in talent, and who have 
enjoyed as good literary advantages, as 
those who contributed to its pages in 
former years. They stand in an ad- 
vanced position ; for the last quarter of 
a century has brought with it progress 
in all departments of thought. Will 
the young ministers of the Church 
allow the “ Review” togo down? Wedo 
not believe it. A little effurt on their 
part will put it on a self-supporting 
basis. 

From the statement referred to, it 
appears also, that the “ Review” is to 
have additional help during the com- 
ing year. In the new editor, the Poto- 
mac Synod will be direetly represented. 
It is to be hoped, that the members of 
that Synod will take an active interest 
in giving it support. We feel per- 
suaded, that if the “ Review” were 
now discontinued, in a few years there 
would be an effort made to resuscitate 
it. It has too much of a history to 
perish. 

At this time especially, we cannot 
afford to take any step backward 
With the revival of new interest in 
missions and practical work generally, 
we must not become less vigorous theo- 
logically. We, therefore, ask the friends 
of the Church not to forget the “ Re- 
view” in these Christmas times. The 


‘holy co wmunion. 


publisher and editors are doing a 
work for the Church, and they deserve 
to be encouraged. Let no one suppose 
it is their enterprizs. It is theirs to 
support and work fur, but not in the 
way of gain. When the proper time 
comes, they propose to let the Synod 
express their wish as to how and by 
whom it is to be continued. Let it 
appear all round, that our publications 
are to go forward more vigorously than 
in the past, and the “ Mercersburg Re- 
view ” will seek to do its full duty and 
work for the Church. 


eras St Se Foss 


For the Reformed Church Messenger. 


OUR INTERESTS AT COLUMBIA, PA. 


During a recent visit to Columbia, 
we had the privilege and pleasure of. 
attending divine services in the Re- 
formed Church of that place, of which 
Rev. ©. Clever is pastor. It was an 
occasion of the administration of the 
After asermon by | 
Mr. D. N. Dittmar, a student of the 
Theological Seminary at Lancaster, 
Pa., a class of catechumens numbering 
ten, were received into the communion 
of the Church, by the solemn rite of 
confirmation. We especially noted one, . 
who had grown quite aged and gray be- 
fore he yielded to the promptings of the 
Spirit, but who now, with the others, 
was ready to confess his faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thus be received 
into His mystical body, the Church. 

Every Christian heart present re- 
Joiced at the sight, while angels hasten- 
ed to bear the glad tidings to the 
angelic choir above, that they too 
might rejoice over this new triumph of 
redeeming grace. : 

The pastor then proceeded to ad- 
minister the holy communion. Con- 
ducted according to the form in the 
“ Order of Worship,” this service bore 
its usual impressive character. All 
participating seemed to realize the sa- 
ered nearness of their approach to 
Christ ; whilst even those not partici- 
pating gave evidence, that they too re- 
alized something of the holy significance 
of the solemn transaction. 

We also attended services in the 
evening, when Mr. Dittmar acain 
preached to a large and attentive audi- 
ence. Nor must we forget our pleasant 
visit to the Sunday school. We found 
the lecture-room filled ; whilst a large 
Bible class had sought convenient room 
in the main audience chamber of the 
church building. The infant room 
not large enough to accommodate hilt 
interesting department, the pastor’s 
study was also appropriated to its use. 

After being thus explicit as to the 
attendance, it is almost superfluous to 
add, that every one present, officers, 
teachers, and scholars seemed ready to 


beg 
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devote their every energy to the pros- 


perity ofthe school. The young, middle- | eo 


countries, are neat, white, beautiful 
aged, and the aged (for in this school comfortable, inviting. The church 


even the older people are present to|is in keeping with these prairie 

counsel and encourage), all seemed ac- | homes. 

tively awake to the great cause and|, Ose year ago we began preaching 

mission of the Sunday-school. + in this vicinity. We organized a 
One important feature of the school piace seer col, (ahout yao Royce 

just now is their preparation for the| i” the Spring a congregation of eight 


3 j members. We were incorporated 
coming Christmas Day. Christmas and at once went forward to build 
carols are getting ready, 


Christmas | our church. It seemed like a great 
presents are gathering, the decoration | undertaking. But the neighborhood 
of the Church is going on ; in a word, | needed a church, and all the people 
every effort is being put forth to make'| Were enlisted in our favor. Through 
that day, for all participating, a real, | CVe"Y discouragement we pushed for- 


: . d. Our success is owing, ir t 
Joyous, happy, merry Christmas. Nad ; g, In grea 
They expect, we were told, to hold | es" to the efforts of Mr. G. K. 


; : Miller U 
easly service (eay six o'clock) for the |tive member of ont baildieg cn: 
_ Congregation proper, and the services| mittee. With him it has been a la- 

connected with the Sunday-school in| bor of love. Earnestly, zealously, 
the evening. We may further add,|perseveringly has he labored. His 
that the pastorate of Bro. Clever has|head, his hands, his heart, and his 
been, thus far, very successful. Here|pocket were enlisted in the good 
in but a year and a half, through God's | ork. In due time the temple was 
blessing on his labors, the membership tae ed. ae the morning of BL 
has been doubled, and this too by the oe aah BUS AAI aes ils aka : 
old and well tried method of Catechiza-|- por hog en Paneemenes 


. a use. But before thi 
tion and confirmation ; a heavy church is could be done 


ito Bo rccane all indebtedness must be cancelled. 
debt is diminishing, and the congrega-| OF $2,300, the cost of the church, 


tion in general, pastor and people are | $667.48 was to be raised that day. 
thoroughly imbued with a holy zeal | Brother Shontz preached a sermon 
for the salvation of souls and the spread based on the words of Peter to Je- 
of our Redeemer’s kingdom here on |*45: i Lord, it is good gor aes 1O be 
era? God, for His nasie’s salle, here.” After this, our financial mat- 


4 t¢ PAG aaAyy ~ 
sanctify the labors of their hands to ear rae ered, and seep Cn 
2 in cash and on time were received. 
their good, to the good of others and to | 1+ was a lift “all together,” so that 
I 


His own glory ! in half an hour we raised $719.00. 
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“VISITOR. The way was cleared. Thechurch 

os saa a sa ras, dedicated. - Every heart. was 
prs glad. Prayers of gratitude went 
Apowmunications. ap. Mothers, who had lived in the 


For the Reformed Church Messenger, 


OUR MISSION ENTERPRISE, 


west a score of years without a 
spiritual home, shed tears for joy. 
All the people in the community, 


very few of whom belong to any 
: ; branch of the Church, felt that they 
Oa Friday morning, we crove|had turned a. new leaf. They now 
hastily to the depot, that we might | had something in their community 
meet the incoming train. Soon the| they never knew before. Men, who 
shrill whistle of the engine called us| came as pioneers into this country, 
to the platform. The air brakes | shook us by the hand, and with 
brought the coaches to asudden halt. |tears in their eyes told how glad 
Out came the passengers, and the | they were for the beautiful temple. 
porters vociferated loudly for their |\fen who have not been to preach- 
patronage. We had come to meet a ing for years, gave freely, and pro- 
friend, and were not disappointed. | mised to come regularly to our ser- 
Recogaizing his clerical figure, we | yjce, : 
hastened to him, shook him by the| ‘This church at once becomes the 
hand, seated him in our buggy, drove |centre of the communily. To this 
him to the Reformed parsonage, and | place, the people, old and young, 
ushered him into the most comforta-| will come. Here we will preach 
ble apartment our humble home|the Gospel. Here we will dispense 
could afford. In happy converse we | the bread of life. Here many will learn 
whiled the hours away ; for brother | anew of Jesus, will have their con- 
- Shontz is, as his friends well know, | sciences awakened, will be encour- 
a jovial companion. ~ aged and led to the embrace of the 
On Saturday, brother Bauman, of loving Saviour. 
Zwingli, put in his appearance.| We have now firmly established 
Some of the 'membersbip from our | two congregations in the Maquoketa 
mission field joined ourcompany. It|vajley. These before a great while 
was a pleasant gathering long to be | will constitute one good charge. 
remembered. Pie But we must have one thing more; 
But Sunday morning called us to|and at the risk of being lengthy, we 
duty. The new church, six miles | .yill present the matter here. 
west of Maquoketa, was to be dedi- We must have a church in the 
cated. Though we arrived early at| young city of Maquoketa. It is the 


the place, yet many people were al- 
ready there. By eleven o’clock ev- 
ery pew was occupied. 

The church edifice is a neat struc- 
ture, 30 ft. by 47 ft. The tower 
with its steeple is beautiful, being 
well-proportioned and well-finished. 
It is located in the midst of a fine, 


centre of this rich, beautiful, and 
flourishing valley. It is on the line 
of two railroads, and has fine manu- 
facturing advantages. It has be- 
tween three and four thousand in- 
habitants.. At present there are 
here but three Protestant churches. 
If we are to hold our people and 


rich country, about thirty rods from | their children in the valley, we must 
the line of the Midland Railroad, |have a church in town. If we are 
and is contiguous to the burial city |to gather up those who come west, 
of the dead. The vicinity around | we must have churches in these cen- 
is well-settled. The farms are good |tres of business and channels of 
and highly improved. ‘The farm-| emigration. There are, of course, 


houses, though not costly as in older | 4 thousand such places in the 


west, scarcely one of which our 
Church has exerted herself to lay 
hold of. Here we have special op- 
portunities to take hold and build 
up. We might devote all our tine 
to laboring in our country churches, 
and in making out of them a “ good 
fat charge.” But we came to drive 
new stakes and to lengthen the 
cords. We mean to be aggressive. 
Weare going to build a church in 
Maquoketa. We have not the full 
sufficiency in ourselves, but we be- 
lieve the people in our Zion will 
help us at once to set up a taberna- 
cle in this young and growing city. 
From what we can learn, we suppose 
the Church Extension treasury is 
empty. But we ask individual men 
and women to take this matter in 
hand. ‘Ten dollars, five dollars, and 
even one dollar will be thankfully 
received, and due acknowledgment 
will be made of the same. This is 
the way to build up Christ’s king- 
dom, to extend our influence for 
good, to bring the Gospel of light 
and life immediately to men and 
women. You can send us your do- 
nations by check on bank ; or better 
by post-office order. You shall hear 
from us again. In the meantime 
please remember the cause of our 
Lord now in the hands of His bum- 
ble servant, 
J. B. WELTY, 
Reformed pastor, 
Maquoketa, Jackson Co., Iowa. 
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ADVENT CHORAL. 


anny 


Hark ! yo faithful, rouse from sleeping ! 
Strikes the Advent bell again : 
With the Church yeur watch be keeping, 
Lifting still her old refrain ! 
Alleluia, 
Jesus, coms to judge and reign ! 


Fast flows on the tide of ages ; 
Of its fullness signs appear : 
Tokens, by the prophet pages, 
Seem to tell the Coming near. 
Alleluia, 
Wele me, Lord and Saviour dear! 


Waxeth cold the love of many ; 
. Waxeth hot the Devil’s spite; 
Few the steadfast—hardly any 
Daring fer the True and Right. 
Alleluia, 
Jesus, come in Thine own might ! 


List, the seventh trumpet pealing— 
While the world keeps on its ways, 
Sudden shows the last revealing ; 
Sudden breaks the Day of Days; 
Alleluia, 
Come, Lord, when Thou wilt,—-we'll praise. 


Join their cry who’ve gone before us, 
Waiting for their final home : 
Thoirs and our Redemption’s Chorus, 
Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come, 
Alleluia, 
Even so, Lord Jesus, come. 


—_—_—— oe o—— 


THE HOPELESS SIDE OF HELPING, 


If you have ever tried with all 
your might and main to help some- 
body who needed help, bat who 


would not be helped in any reasona- 


ble way, you know how Sisyphus 
felt when the stone he was trying to 
roll up bill kept forever rolling 
down again. We used to know an 
old lady who was called Miss Mar- 

aret. She was a beneficiary of our 
Church. Promptly on the Monday 
morning after each communion Miss 
Margaret used to present herseli 
at the pastor’s door. She was a 


long, narrow woman, dressed in rusty 
black, with a poke bonnet, a faded 
umbrella, and a satchel on her arm, 
If the contribution to the deacon’s 
fund: bad been generous, and her 
share was proportionately large, Miss 
Margaret’s thin old face would be 
brightened up by a transient and 
wintry smile. If it had rained, or 
folks were out of town, or for any 
reason there was not much to give 
her, she was not slow to utter her 
opinions concerning those who stinted 
their gifts to the Lord’s poor. 

“ But, Miss Margaret,” said a lady 
one day, “there is no earthly reason 
why you should continue to be so 
very poor. There is a place for you 
where you can help somebody else 
along, and earn your own living be- 
sides. I have a friend who lives in 
Delaware, in the peach country, you 
know, in a place like the Garden of 
Eden for delight, and she is sick, and 
wants an efficient somebody like you 
for housekeeper.” 

We sugar-plumed and coaxed 
and softly entreated Miss Margaret, 
and at last we saw her—satchel, 
umbrella, poke bonnet, and all— 
fairly oa the way to housekeeping 
and independence. We _ breathed 
freer than we had fora long time. 
But in vain were our hopes. In 
three months our old friend was back. 
The air was too strong for her, the 
invalid was too fretfal, and the coun- 
try was too lonesome. She really 
preferred being a respectable pauper’ 
to being a self-supporting member of 
society. 

There is where the hopelessness of 
helping comes in. ‘ihe more you do, 
the more you may do. The timid 
hand that will scarcely accept your 
gift at first, through sensitive pride 
and decent self-respect, grows grasp- 
ing and avaricious. The thought of 
the heart, not often spoken out as it 
was to us the other day, seema to be 
this: “There is plenty of money in 
the world, and we havea right to our 
share.’ With this feeling on the 
part of one who receives/alms, there 
is very litils gratitude. 

The true way would seem to be to 
aid people to help themselves. Find 
out what they can do, and get them 
a place to doit in. Every day our 
souls are pained and our eyes are 
dimmed by the dreadful pressure of 
sin and want and misery that there 
is in the world. So much is being 
done all the while, and yet it is like 
a breakwater of pebbles against the 
infinite sea, Men and women want 
work, and cannot getit. Other men 
and women need workers, and cannot 
get them. But to bring the two 
classes together in any really perma- 
nent way is as difficult as it was in 
our school-days to make a larkspur 
chain. The connection is sure to 
break off somewhere. So, this Win- 
ter, as in every other Winter since 
we can remember, the sewing society 
will meet, and the ladies will make 
flannel petticoats and calice gowns; 
the soup kitchens will open, and 
beef tea will be made for the sick, 
and the poor will be helped up; 
some will be helped down. Only 
the Master’s words will abide in 
truth; “ The poor ye have always 
with you.” 

Hopeless or otherwise, however, 
we must not weary in well-doing, 
but we must try, so far as in us lies, 
to cease doing our helping in the 
lump. Personal interest, personal 
looking after, individual responsi- 
bility, must underlie all alms-giving 
that is worth anything to the recipient. 
And we need not expect much grati- 
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ing soul: “Inasmuch as ye did it 
to the least of these My brethren, 
ye did it unto me?’—Christian at 
Work, 


—————+ »_—____— 


PREACHING, 


Some considerable experience has 
convinced us, that on the human 
side of the subject, thorough prepa- 
ration is a grand almost essential 
prerequisite to success. Demosthe- 
nes said, “action, action, ACTION” 
is the grand essential to success in 
oratory. He is certainly high au- 
thority, and his splendid success jus- 
tified him in giving an opinion— 
an Opinion entitled to great weight ; 
but for all that, we like the dictum 
.of Lord Brougham a great deal bet- 
ter, when his opinion was asked as 
to the essential prerequisite to suc- 
cessful oratory; he replied—not 
“action, action, ACTION,” gentlemen 
but preparation, preparation, 
PREPARATION. Now we know, 
that although Demosthenes attached 
so much impertance to “action,” 
that his “preparation” was most 
exhaustive and mature. He copied 
one of the great masters of Greek 
style eight times over to thoroughly 
imbue himself with the felicities and 
graces of the best Greek. He spent 
months in solitude and severe pre- 
paration. - He had the best thought, 
and the best language. Of course, 
a graceful action contributed to a 
pleasing, and successful rendering of 
his discourses. ‘Thorough prepara- 
iion is essential to thorough self- 
possession. 

John Newland Mafiit, no mean 
authority on oratory, says in the 
preface to his oratorical dictionary, 
that “ self-possession ” is the essen- 
tial requisite to success in public 
speaking. Without self-possession 
no man is fully master of his re- 
sources. He goes into the fight not 
only half-disciplined, but only half- 
armed. ‘The unprepared man hesi- 
tates, halts, and fears—is well-nigh 
conquered before he delivers battle. 
His manner will be confused and 
awkward. In feeling about in the 
dark he is in great danger of losing 
his way—and in trying to find mat- 
ters on the spur of the moment, is 
apt to lose sight of manner, and the 
pleasing and winning proprieties of 
language. In short, as he has not 
done justice to the subject, he cannot 
do justice to himself. 

Examples abundantly illustrate 
the power of thorough preparation. 
The great actors and actresses, such 
as Garrick, Siddons, Macready, Kem- 
ble, Forrest, and Jefferson; only at- 
tempted the personation and pre- 
sentation of a few characters from 
- the creations of the dramatists—but 
they thoroughly studied these char- 
acters, were 80 familiar with their 
parts in the play, that they could 
devote great attention tomanner— 
aud hence their great success. So 
also Clay, Corwin, Douglass, Polk, 
and Marshall of Kentucky—all of 
them ‘princes of speech before the 
people. Their great campaign 
speeches, delivered from day to day, 
were substantially the same. Per- 
fect familiarity gave perfect ease, 
and full liberty to attend to the de- 
tails of manner. 

So it was also with the grand pul- 
pit orators of our Church in the 
West and South in the generation 
past. These princes in Israel moved 


understand-" 


from point to point; never attempted 
but in a slight degree the duties of 
the pastoral office. They were 
preachers. They had a compara- 
tively small number of themes, but 
they were exhaustively studied, 
They learned to deliver their ser- 
mons with great ease, propriety, and 
power—listening thousands heard 
with heart-piercing conviction, and 
compunctious visitings that led them 
to cry out: “ What must we do to 
be saved?” Thousands of believers 
listening to their glowing strains, 
were wrought up to the lofty height 
of eternity, and rejoiced in hope of 
the glory of God. 

These examples illustrate the su- 
preme importance and incalculable 
advantage of thorough preparation. 
The oil of the sanctuary was well- 
beaten. So should be the offerings 
we present to the Lord from the 
sacred desk. Only thus can we do 
our great themes justice, and only 
thus cure those defects in ourselves 
which mar and hinder the efficiency 
of the Word. According to the sug- 
gestion of the Discipline, let us 
‘make out what we take in hand ;” 
and of the Book, “study to show 
ourselves workmen that need not 
to be ashamed.” —Texas Advocate. 
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WITH GOD'S HELP, 


Formerly I thought of this work 
as more difficult than it seems to me 
now. Iam deeply convinced of one 
thing as I grow older, and that is, 
God never sends me to preach a 
sermon, anywhere, or on any occa- 
sion, but He sends some one into that 
cougregation to receive just that truth 
which He has sent me to utter. Oh, 
there are hearts—I can not point 
them out to-day—but there are men 
and women in this audienee whose 
souls are beginning to be stirred, and 
to whom God is speaking, even 
through my feeble voice, this morn- 
ing. God grant to speak more fully 
and more loudly to their consciences ; 
rouse them from the stupor of sin, and 
bring them to Christ! And there 
are men saying, ‘God helping me, 
I will be a better minister than ever 
before.” God help you to carry out 
your purpose!—Bishop Simpson. 
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THE YOUTH OF CHRIST. 


Extending from His early youth 
into the years of mature manhood, 
there is a great blank in our Lord’s 
history. Highteen years of His life 
stand unaccdunted for; and that 
blank, looking as dark as the starless 
regions of the sky, tradition, usually 
so fertile in invention, has not at- 
tempted to fillup. How often have 
I wondered and_tried to fancy what 
Jesus did, and how He passed the 
time between His boyhood, when He 
vanishes from our sight, and Hig 
thirtieth year, when He again ap- 
pears upon the stage to enter His 
public ministry! Thanks to His 
townsmen’s envious sneers, or rather 
thanks to Him who permitted the 
insult and thus made the wrath of 
man to praise Him, their insolent 
taunts throw a ray of light into the 
obscurity. Their question: “Is not 
this the carpenter?” not, as at ano- 
ther time, the carpenter’s son, but 
the carpenter Himself, suggests to us 
the picture of a humble home in 
Nazareth, known to the neighbor- 
hood as, the carpenter’s, and under 
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whose roof of thatch Jesus resided | Sunday-schoo]. Who cannot hold 


with His mother, in all probability 
then a widow, and like many a widow 
since then, cherished by the love and 
supported by the Jabors of a dutiful 
son. 

I have no doubt that holy angels, 
turning their wings away from lordly 
mausions, and the proud palaces of 
kings, often hovered about that 
peaceful home, as still they who are 
ministering spirits sent forth for them 


who shall be heirs of salvation do| 


over the humblest abode of piety. 
But, so far as this world and its in- 
habitants were concerned, Jesus passed 
His days in contented obscurity, un- 
noticed and unknown, save to His 
neighbors, whose esteem He could 
not failto win by His pure life and 
gentle temper and holy manners. He 
was to grow in favor with God and 
man, All Nazareth regarded Him 
as a paragon of human virtues, and 
many a mother pointed to Mary’s 
son as the pattern her lad should 
copy. / 

How wonderful it is to transport 
ourselves back, in fancy, some eigh- 
teen hundred years, to that small 
town ; and, onasking with the Greeks, 
“to see Jesus,” to be conducted to a 
humble dwelling where chips of wood 
and square logs, and unbarked trunks 
of trees lying about in the oak and 
olive, cedar and sycamore, that had 
fallen by the axe, point out the car- 
penter’s. By the door, and under a 
hovering vine, which, trained beneath 
the eaves over some rude trellis-work 
forms a grateful shade from the noon- 
day sun, a widow sits, her fingers em- 
ployed in weaving, but with an ex- 
pression in her eye which indicates 
a mind engaged on far loftier objects, 
thoughts deeper, holier, stranger, 
than a buried husband and a widow’s 
grief. She rises, lifts the latch, and, 
stooping, we enter that lowly door; 
and there, bending to His work, we 
see the carpenter—in Him the Son 
of the Most High God! Time was 
when He set His compass on the 
deep ; time was when He stood and 
measured the earth ; and now, with 
line, compas3, and plane, and hatchet, 
the sweat dropping from His lofty 
brow, He who made heaven and 
earth, and the sea, and all that ‘in 


‘them is, in the guise of a common 


tradesman, bends at a carpenter’s 
bench. How low He stoops to save 
us !— Guthrie. 


LITTLE SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


“ Much or nothing,” is the motto 
of some people. Hence, as do many 
old people, so do many children suffer 
for want of help. A distinguished 
educator who happened to dwell a 
few months on the frontier, refused 
to take a Sabbath-school class of a 
dozen fifteen to eighteen year old 
boys, because, as he said, he couldn’t 
give his time to Jess than one hun- 
dred pupils! Will he ever hear the 
‘¢ Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least?” Is he alone in 
the error? Two or three neighbors 
can have a Sunday-school. It is 
amusing to hear Christian fathers and 
mothers with half-a-dozen children 
mourning because ‘they can’t go to 
Sunday-school, when two families of 
such could make a school. Meet at 
one of the houses, sing, say the Lord’s 
prayer, get lesson leaves, Bibles, a 
dozen hymn-books, and anything 
more you want; ten dollars will 
“ outfit” you. Then talk, sing, 
study, religiously enjoy yourselves 
together for an hour, and that’s a 


them? Don’t beafraid to go through 
the form fora few. Don’t imagine 
you are born to do nothing until yeu 
can do something great. A calf isa 
legitimate start for a stock farm, and 
a half-a-dozen of them a splendid 
start. So every little new-born spirit 
will carry the new birth to others, 
and honest labor, though small, will 


tell in hundreds of conversions per- ~ 


haps before you die.-—Denver Annual. 
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* . TWO GENTLEMEN, 


There are no distinctions of rank 
when people are in need, Here is 
one incident of many which pleasantly 
illustrates this. An old Scotchman 
was taking his grist to mill in sacks 
thrown across the back of his horse, 
when the animal stumbled, and the 
grain fell to the ground. He had not 
strength to raise it, being an aged 
man ; but he saw a horseman riding 
along, and thought he would appeal 
to him for help. But the horseman 
proved to be the nobleman who lived 
hard by, and the farmer could not . 
muster courage to ask a favor of him. 
But the nobleman was a gentleman, 
also; and not waiting to be asked, 
he quickly dismounted, and between 
them they lifted the grain to the 
horse’s .back. John—for he was a 
gentleman too—lifted his Kilmar- 
nock bonnet, and said: 

‘My Lord, how shall I ever thank 
you for your kindness? ” 

““ Very easily, John,” replied the 
nobleman. ‘“ Whenever you see 
another man in the same plight as 
you were in just now, help him, and 
that will be thanking me.” 
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SING MORE, 


Cultivate singing in the family. 
Begin when the child is not yet three 
years old. The songs and hymns 
your mother sang, bring them all 
back to your memory and teach them 
to your little ones; mix them all to- 
gether, to meet the similar moods, as 
in after life they come over us so 
mysteriously sometimes. Manya time 
and oft, in the very whirl of business, 
in the sunshine and gayety of Fifth 
Avenue, and amid the splendor of 
the drives in Central Park, some 
little thing wakes up the memories of 
early youth—the mill; the cool 
springs; the shady tree by the little 
school-house—and next instant we 
almost see again the ruddy cheeks, 
the smiling faces, and the eyes of 
schoolmates—some gray-headed now, 
must ‘lie mouldering in the grave.” 
And anon “the song mother sang ”’ 
springs unbidden to the lips and 
soothes and sweetens all these memo- 
ries. 

At other times, amid the crushing 
mishaps of business, a merry ditty of 
the olden time pops up its little head, 
breaks in upon the ugly train of 
thought, throws the mind into ano- 
ther channel; light breaks in from 
behind the cloud in the sky and a 
new courage is given to us. The 
honest man goes singing to his work : 
and when the day’s labor is done, his 
tools laid aside, and he is on his wa 
home, where wife and child and tidy 
table and cheery fireside await him 
he cannot help but whistle or sing, 

__ the burglar never sings. Moody 
silence, not the merry song, 
down _the dishonest tradesman, the 
perfidious clerk, the unfaithful ser- 
vant, the 
Journal, 


weighs | 


perjured partner.-—Hall’s 
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The Christian Seeretary gives this 
good: counsel to the churches on the 
subject of parsonages : 

» To a minister Who is called to set- 

‘tle in any locality, one of the poten- 
tial considerations which will induce 
him to accept the call and cast in his 
lot with the people resident there, is 
a pleasant, commodious Parsonage. 
This offered him, he is delivered from 
the vexations of finding a dwelling 
place ; he knows just where he shall 
live and bestow his family and goods, 
and just where he will have a rome 
independent of the caprices of a 
landlord until he is dismissed from 
his pastoral charge. Accordingly it 
is for the interest of every parish to 
have as an appendage to the church 
edifice a good parsonage. Thereby 
is a parish more likely to secure a 
desirable minister and retain him. 
This is true not only as to large and 
strong parishes, but to small and 
weak ones as well. An attractive, 
comfortable parsonage is anywhere a 
requisite to ministerial and parish 
success. So confident are we of this 
—taught by long observation—that 
were not ecclesiastical organizations 
too numerous already, we should go 
for inaugurating a parsonage build- 
ing society. One minister whom we 
know would appreciate the impor- 
tance of the work and take hold 
with us, for he was forced to move 
three times in as many years. No 
wonder that the fourth move drove 
him to a new field of labor, and the 
parish lost an excellent minister, for 
the want of a place to set him, 


TWO IN HEAVEN. 


“You have two children,” said I. 
“T have four,” was the reply —“ two 
on earth and two in heaven.” Thus 
spoke the mother. 
only gone before; still remembered, 
loved and cherished by the hearth 
and at the board; their places not 
yet filled, even though their succes- 
sors draw life from the same faithful 
breast where their dying heads were 
pillowed. Two in heaven safely 
housed from storm and tempest! 
No sickness there, no drooping head, 
nor fading eye, nor weary feet. By 
the green pastures, tended by the 
Good Shepherd, linger the little 
lambs of the heavenly fold. Two in 
heaven ; earth less attractive ; eternity 
nearer; invisible cords drawing the 
maternal soul upwards; still, small 
voices ever whispering, “Come,” to 
the world-weary spirit. Two in 
heaven. Mother of angels, walk 
softly ; holy eyes watch thy footsteps ; 
cherab forms bend to listen ; keep thy 
spirit free from earthly taint. So 
shalt thou go to them, though they 
may not return to thee.— Missionary 
Messenger. 
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A LITTLE LAND WELL TILLED.’ 
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From the Brussels letter to the 
Chicago “Tribune ” we extract the 
following to show what cau be done 
ona small area of territory. The 
correspondent, after discussing the 
prosperity of the people, coal and 
iron iaterests, ete, thus speaks of 
Belgium and her agricultural achieve- 
ments : 

“ Beleium is only a small patch of 
territory, containing hardly 10,400 
square miles, but on this little area 
there is supported in comfort and 
independence 5,400,000 souls! Can 


Still, they are 


‘| through it. 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. ; 


your readers realize that on a space 
not exceeding one-fifth ‘that of Ili- 
nois, there is concentrated the popu- 
lation of Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, 
and Minnesota? But such is the 
fact. 

_“ Previous to the French occupa- 
tion, the Jand was held in vast estates 
by the nobles and priests for the 
benefit of a few pampered faunilies, 
and, as a consequence, the country 
was badly tilled by an ignorant, 
superstitious and  poverty-pinched 
peasantry. But as fast as the lands, 
under the operation of the French 
laws, became the property of those 
who farmed them, the system of til- 
lage improved, and the condition of 
the people changed from pauperism 
into independence. 

“There is now no hereditary land 
monopoly and no idle land in Belgium. 
Not an acre is devoted to deer parks, 
pheasantries, or other sporting pur- 
poses, for the enjoyment of a luxuri- 
ous and dissolute aristocracy, while 
masses of men are starving for bread. 
As I travel through Belgium I see 
swarms of men, women and children 
cutting down and gathering a harvest 
of grain and grass, where the wheat 
will yield thirty to forty bushels to 
the acre, the oats fifty to seventy-five 
bushels, and the bay two and a half 
to four tons per acre, while the en- 
suing product of flax and root crops 
— potatoes and beets—will be beyond 
the American conception of possibili- 
ties. The strawberries, red rasp- 
berries and gooseberries brought to 
market, while not superior in flavor 
to those sold in Chicago, are twice or 
thrice as large. 

“These enormous yields of agri- 
cultural and horticultural products 
are not in consequence of a better 
soil or climate than in America, but 
are the results of heavy manuring, 
deep plowing and spading, subsoil- 
ing, under-draining when required, 
irrigation when possible, watehfual 
hoeing and weeding. Free use of 
guano and other fertilizers for top- 
dressing, and careful harvesting and 
storage of crops, whereby nothing is 
wasted, lost, or allowed to rot in the 
field. This perfect system of tillage 
never was adopted or thought of 
until the land became the property 
of the cultivators of the soil, and the 
relation of landlord and tenant ceased 
to exist. The price of land in Bel- 
gium ranges from $200 to $1,000 
per acre, and a fair average would be 
$400 to $500; but there is very little 
offered for sale. 

* Brussels possesses a park which 
for extent is unrivalled in Europe, 
and before long will have no superior 
in beauty—the great forest of Soignes, 
which extends from the suburbs, 
south to the edge of the battle-field 
of Waterloo, a distance of twelve 
miles, and with a width of four or 
five miles. This large tract has a 
great variety of hill and dale surface, 
with some smail streams flowing 
It is densely crowded 
with tall forest trees one or two cen- 
turies old. Through this great forest 
the Belgian government, to whom it 
belongs, is constructing broad drive- 
ways and bridle-paths, and lakes, 
cascade, bridges, grottoes, and other 
‘decorative work. But it isso exten- 
sive, that it.will take generations to 
complete them all.” 
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Mary Towerville, who died last 
year in her 92d year, said : “I hope 
the time may come when children 
shall be taught, that merey to birds 
and beasts is part of religion.” 


Our chip pile got into a quarrel 
the other day. The big chips wanted 
the little chips to go down out of 
sight, and let the big ones be on top. 
The little chips claimed that they 
had just as good a right to be seen as 
their larger neighbors, as they were 
a part and parcel of the pile. The 
big chips sneered, and said somewhat 
tartly, that the little chips ought to 
be ashamed of themselves, and be a 
little more modest and retiring, 
and not aspire to places their diminu- 
tive size would not permit them. 
to fill. The little chips retorted 
sharply, that if they were small, 
they were not quite so green and 
sappy as the big ones, and that 
they had more heart in them. About 
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The matter for this: Department, is furnished 
by a Special Correspondent. 


; 

The Sunday-school at Stockport, 
England, is perhaps the largest 
school in the world, It numbers 301 
teachers and 4,567 scholars. The 
number of teachers that bave been 
connected with the school since its 
organization in 1806, is 4,885, and 
of scholars, 87,838. There are schol- 
ars and teachers now in the school, 
whose parents and grandparents have 
been connected with it, and thus link 
by link, does the chain grow stronger 
that binds them to their early asso- 


clations, 


Rey. Dr. Williams, of the Re- 
formed Church at Williamsburg, 
New York, says, that during the past 
quarter of a century two-thirds ofthe 
members of his church have come 
from the Sunday-school. 


The plan of the International Les- 
sous for 1876 is to alternate from 
the Old Testament to the New once 
in three months, instead of once in 
six. The schedule includes lessons 
from the monarchies of Saul, David, 
and Solomon, with passages from 
Proverbs and Ecclesiastes and the 
Acts of the Apostles. 


It is stated by the. London Sun- 
day-school Teacher, that during the 
last twelve months, thirty Protes- 
tant Sunday-schools have been opened 
or recommended in France, making 
a total of 900 in that country. 


The Maryland and District of 
Columbia Sunday-school Convention 
recently held its tenth meeting in the 
City of Frederick. The Maryland 
Sunday-school Union has provided 
for the use of teachers one of the 
finest arranged and fullest stocked 
Sunday-school teachers’ library and 
reading-room and exchange in the 
land. The reading-room is located 
on Charles street, Baltimore city. 


The Rock River Methodist Con- 
ference adopted the following resolu- 
tion at its late meeting : 

Resolved, That we, as a Conference, 
extend a hearty invitation tothe Rev. 
John H. Vincent, to hold a Sunday- 
school Assembly somewhere in the 
West, not far from the bounds of our 
conference, if not within it, during 
the summer of 1875; that the said 
Sunday-school Assembly be conducted 
like the one lately held at Chautau- 
qua, New York State. 


“Going to Extremes,” is thus 
wisely rebuked by the “ Examiner 
and Chronicle: ” 

“ A tendency of this kind shows 
itself in Sunday-school methods, just 
as elsewhere. One Superintendent 
has the singing fever, another makes 
the blackboard the principal feature, 
another is great in geography, or bio- 
graphy, and so on. In some schools 
great emphasis is placed on giving, 
in others committing verses to memory 
is made the chief end of children, 
Punctuality, orderly behaviour, ques- 
tioning scholars, visiting them at 
homes, etc., are all made hobbies by 
some people sooner or later. Now, 
the fact is, all these things are good ; 
but what is wanted is due propor- 
tion. Puddings are not good if made 
all of flour or all of plums.” 


this time the cook came out with a 

pan for fuel to hurry up dinner. She 

took up a big chip or two and then 

a lot of smaller ones, saying, “ These 

large chips are rather too slow by. 
themselves, hut put them with the 

little ones, and they make a good 

fire.” Brethren, big or little, you 

may each help the other.—Sunday- 

school Times. 


It is suggested, that the bane of 
our Sunday-schoo! conventions is the 
speech-making of delegates, “ who 
have no qualification for speaking 
except the desire.” The same trouble 
often sbows itself in the Superinten- 


‘dent’s desk. 


The work of a Sunday-school 
teacher is chiefly done during the 
week. It is tested on Sunday. The 
teacher who expects to do most of his . 
work for his class on Sunday is not 
likely to do a great deal for them at 
that time. 


It is desirable that scholars should 
study their lessons during the week. 
It is of greater importance that 
teachers should. 


It is affirmed in the “ Sunday- 
School Journal,” that in “ one of the 
most religious States in our country ” 
out of $200,000 raised in its various 
Sunday-schools $145,000 is paid out 
for the running expenses of those 
schools—less than one-quarter of all 
the reported schools receiving their 
support from the churches to which 
they belong. Does not this throw a 
little light on the absence of the 
children from “ the regular church 
services ?” Why should a church 
expect the attendance of children, 
whose religious teaching it refuses or 
neglects to provide for ? 


“Tf you thirst, you must go to the 
waters and drink ; not stand like an 
empty pitcher waiting for some one 
to come along and fill you. If your 
Sunday-school is Micawberized, and 
“ waiting for something to turn up,” 
we suggest that you had better go to 
work, and turn it up yourself. You 
rid at least see what is on the other 
side. 


Children’s Pepartment. 
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A CHRISTMAS CAROL. 


BY LINDELL BROOKS. 


Ssour! shout aloud ye children ! 
Your sweetest anthems sing, 
While angels catch the echoes, 
Hallelujah to our King! 

He loveth well the music 

Of the children’s Christmas hymn, 
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While brighter glows the glory 
That surrounds that Babe of yore, 
And sweeter grows the story 
That we oft have heard before ; 
For the children’s glad hosannas, 
Make our very heart adore. 


Again, with wondering shepherds, 
We behold the clouds on fire, 

And start with holy rapture, 

As we hear the heavenly choir, 
The music of the children, 

Grows sweeter still, and higher. 


The steps of Hastern Magi 
We’re following from afar, 
And kneeling at the manger,° 
Guided by that wondrous star ; 
Our gifts of gold and incense, 
Children’s songs of praises are. 


Simeon’s word of power, 

And Anna’s faith and prayer, 
More precious make this hour, 
For which-prophets did prepare ; 
Oh! grant, most blessed Saviour ! 
Tn its blessings we may share. 


THOU FAIREST CHILD DIVINE, 


Thou fairest Child Divine 
In yonder manger laid, 
In whom is God Himself well pleased. 
By whom were all things made, 
On me art Thou bestowed; 
How can such wonders be ? 
The dearest that the Father hath 
He gives me here in Thee. 


I was a foe to God, 
I fought in Satan’s host, 
I trified all His grace away, 
Alas! my soul was lost. 
Yet God fotgets my sin ; 
His heart, with pity moved, 
He gives me, Heavenly Child, in Theo; 
Lo! thus our God hath loved ! 


Once blind with sin and self, 
Along the treacherous way, 
That ends in ruin at the last, 
I hastened far astray ; 
Then God sent down His Son; 
For with a love most deep, 
Most undeserved, His heart still yearned 
O’er me, poor wandering sheep! 


God with His life of love 
To me was far and strange, * 
My heart clung only to the world 
Of sight and sense and change ; 
In Thee, Immanuel, 
Are God and man made one ; 
In Thee my heart hath peace with God, 
And union in the Son. 


Oh ponder this, my soul ; 
Our God hath loved us thus, 
That even His only dearest Son 
He freely giveth us. 
Thou precious gift of God, 
The pledge and bond of !ove, 
With thankful heart I kneel to take 
The treasure from above. 


I kneel beside Thy couch, 
I press Thee to my! heart, 
For Thee I gladly ail forsake 
And from the creature part; 
Ob deign to take my heart, 
And let Thy heart be mine, 
That all my love flow out to Thee 
And lose itself in Thine. 
—_—_—__—__—_+@>>o——__——_ 


THE SECRET OF. NON-SUCCESS, 


“ Have you been a good boy to- 
day, Fred ?” 

The question rang in Fred’s ears 
as he went up stairs. It was with 
him all the time he was kneeling by 
the side of his bed, and when he 
lay down he could not sleep for think- 
ing ! : 

me Have you been a good boy to-day, 
Fred ?” 

His mother’s searching eyes looked 
gravely into his face as sheasked the 
question. , 

“Tt is pretty certain that mamma 
thinks that I have not been good,” 
thought Fred. 

‘“‘But what do you think?” asked 
conscience. 


him to do so, and presently he gave 
it up, opening his eyes and resign- 
ing himself to that which was 
inevitable. The moon was shin- 
ing brightly, and the room looked 
cosy. 

“T ought to be a good boy,” 
thought Fred, ‘ Everybody is very 
kind to me, aud all my wants are 
supplied. And yet it is certain that 
Iam not good. I want to be; but 
somehow I always fuil. I cannot 
think how it is. It is not because I 
am careless and indifferent. I care 
very much to please my father and 
mother. I want nothing more than 


‘|to give satisfaction, and satisfy my 


own conscience too. I seem to be 
always busy, and yet I never get 
things done as soon as Harry. I aso 
tired out at night, and yet [ am sure 
mamma thinks I am idle and do not 
try to do my best. Iam a most un- 
fortanate boy.” 

Just then Harry, who was sleep- 
ing in another bed, seemed to be 
disturbed in his sleep, and Fred 
thought he would get his brother to 
wake up and say a comforting word 
to him. 

“ Harry ! Harry! I say, Harry!” 

“Yes. What is it?” 

“ Are you awake?” 

“Yes,” 

“ Well, I feel so wretched,” 

“Do you, Fred? What is the mat- 
ter? Are you not well?” 

“Qh, yes, 1 am very well, but I 
don’t get on well. I am for ever 
being blamed, and feeling that I de- 
serve it, and yet I try to be all right, 
you know.” 7 

“Oh, yes, to be sure you do. You 
are a very good fellow, Fred; go to 
sleep.” 

“Oh, no, Harry, I am not good, 
though I do not think Iam very 
bad. It must be that 1 am unfortu- 
nate.” 

Harry laughed at that. 

“JT do not believe in misfortune, 
Fred.” 

‘“« But you do believe that it is my 
own fault ?” 

“ Well, yes, Ido,” said Harry, with 
hesitation. 

“But why do you think so? Speak 
out. I don’t mind if you do say some- 
thing unpleasant.” 

“ Well, then, Fred, I believe that 
the only unfortunate thing about 
you is your habit of beginning too 
many things and finishing too few. 
If you notice, you do not stick to 
one thing at the time, and nothing 
seems to be done, and mamma blames 
you. You are always bebindhand, 
and have no accomplished work to 
show. If you will just finish one 
thing before you begin another, I 
believe you will come to the end of 
your troubles, Good night.” 

“Good night. I willthink of what 
you have said.” 

The more Fred thought of it, the 
more sure he felt that his brother 
was right ; and at last he fell asleep, 
resolving that he would in future do 
one thing well before beginning 
another. 

The next day, however, Fred 
found that it was not easy to break off 
a bad habit. He was in the middle 
of brushing his clothes, when he 
remembered that he had not cleaned 
his teeth. He half cleaned his teeth, 
when he left off to begin to brush 
his hair, and so he went from one 
thing to another until the bell rang, 


breakfast. 

“ Your hair does not look smooth, 
Fred,” remarked his mother, and 
he remembered that he forgot to 
finish it. 

After breakfast he took up his 
books to study his lesson. He had 
got about half way through, when 
he left off to spin a top for his little 
brother. He finished that, and then 
went back to his books, but instead 
of learning one lesson quite perfectly, 
he read them all, so when school-time 
came he knew none, 

But one good came from his hav- 
ing lain awake that night, and 
talked to his brother. He was now 
watchful of himself. When he found 
that he had half a dozen things begun 
and none finished, he made himself 
go back and finish the first one and 
then the other. At first it was quite 
hard work, and he had to exercise 
strong restraint over himself. But 
after a time it became more easy ; 
aud he found that it saved time, and 
was the means of accomplishing more 
work. ; 

But did he succeed better when 
he bad broken himself of the 
habit ? 

Yes; he found that his mother 
was better pleased with him, and 
that his teachers did not so often 
have occasion to reprove him, and 
that his conscience did not make him 
as uncomfortable as before. He did 
not again call himself unfortunate, 
for he bad discovered the secret of bis 
nop-success and overcome the fault. 


—London Christian World. 


THE SPIDER FAMILY. 


BY OLIVE THORN. 


Weare 2n honest and industrious 
family, and there’s nothing about us 
to be ashamed of. In fact, I could 
show you some wonderful things, if 
your eyes are not too coarse to see 
them. ‘There are my _ spinnerets, 
which spin out a beautiful silk rope 
of more than four thousand threads, 
as fast as I want it. Wouldn’t you 
think it fine if you could makea rope 
in a minute any time you want it? 

Perhaps the most interesting thing 
about us is the variety of our houses. 
I build my house in your garden, on 
bushes, and if it wasn’t for the im- 
pudence of your gardener, and a de- 
structive instrument called a broom, 
you would see them oftener than you 
do. It doesn’t become me to brag, 
but if you know of any residence 
more graceful or elegant than mine, 
I’d like to know what it is. 

Some of my family live in asort of 
tent, made of a leaf lined with silk, 
which ‘makes a pretty though rather 
airy, house. 

One branch of the family builds a 
house—or rather a cradle—shaped 
like a tiny bell, and hung to a leaf 
or twig, where it rocks: with every 
breeze. It is not larger than a pea, 
snow-white, and very long. But 
after it is finished and filled with 
eggs, forty or fifty of them, the care- 
ful mother closes it up, and covers 
the outside with mud, because you 
must know, there are many greedy 
insects who eat every spider baby they 
see. 

Others build hanging houses. Some 
are three or four inches long, slim, 
and made of white silk; others are 
made of empty seed-pods fastened to- 
gether and lined with silk, for wher- 
ever one of our family lives, she must 
have silk curtains to her house. 


One of my relatives who lives in 
the West Indies—a splendid fellow, 
with a body an inch and a half long, 
and bushes of hair on its legs— 
fastens its house to a plant, and it 
looks like an oval silk ball. It is 
very aristocratic and nice. 

Some of my family have a strange 
fancy for living about the water. One 
of them is called the raft-spider, be- 
cause be makes a raft of leaves and 
sticks, held together with silk. On 
this he sails about, eating such food 
as he can find on the water. He can 
run on the water, too, easily. 

The most singular one, who builds 
her nest under water, and spends 
most of her time there is called the 
water-spider. This spider is so de- 
termined to live away from her re- 
latives, that she builds a beautiful 
house of silk, the shape and size of a 
thimble, with the open side down, 
and actually fills it with air herself. 
Vil tell you how. Having finished 
the house, she goes to-the surface, 
sticks one end of her body up into 
the air, then gives a jerk, and actually 
carries a tiny bubble of air under the 
water. It is held partly by the long 
hairs on the body, and partly by the 
hind legs. When she gets to the 
house, she turns round and lets go the 
bubble. Of course it goes to the top 
of the little thimble, and there it stays. 
In this wonderful way, bubble by 
bubble, air enough is carried in to 
fili the house. And there she lives, 
bringing her dinner there to eat, and 
making a nursery in one corner for 
the babies, who live at home till big 
enough to build thimble castles for 
themselves. 

There are many curious and won- 
derful things I could tell you about 
roy family, but I’m afraid you’re 
tired already. 


‘Agricnltaval. 
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BUYING A HORSE. 


The following hints on examining 
a horse appear in Zhe Maryland 
Farmer. ‘They contain much good 
advice to the non-professional dealer, 
but fail to cover all the defects a 
horse may possess. But the chances 
are, that the purchaser who gets a 
horse free from any defect herein 
enumerated, will havea pretty sound 
animal, 

Examine the eyes in the stable, 
then in the light; if they are in any 
degree defective, reject. 

Examine the teeth to determine 
the age. ) 

Examine the poll, or crown of the 
head, and the withers, or top of the. 
shoulders, as the former is the seat 
of poll evil, and the latter that of 
fistula. 

Examine the front feet; and if. 
the frog has fallen, or settled down 
between the heels of the shoes, and 
the heels are contracted, reject him ; 
as he, if not already lame, is liable 
to become so at any moment. 

_ Next observe the knees and ankles 
of the horse you desire to purchase, 
and if cocked you may be sure, that 
it is the result. of the displacement 
of the internal organs of the foot,— 
a consequence of neglect of the form 
of the foot, and injudicious shoeing. 

Examine for interfering, from the 
ankle to the knees, and if it proves 
that he cuts the knee, or the leg be- 
tween the knee and the ankle, or the 
latter badly, reject. 

“Speedy cuts” of the knee and 
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leg are most serious in their 
fects. Many trotting horses, Phish 
NAW be of Abia were it not 
18 Single defect i - 
dered elveliad: voi ae ng ee 

Carefully examine the hoofs for 
cracks, as jockeys have acquired great 
skill in concealing cracks in the 
hoofs. If cracks are observable in 
any degree, reject. Also both look 
and feel for ringbones, which are 
callosities on the bones of the pas- 
tern near the foot; if apparent, re- 
ject. 

Examine the hind feet for the 
same defects of the foot and ankle, 
that we have named in connection 
with the front foot. Then proceed 
to the hock, which is the seat of 
curb, and both bones and blood 
spavins. 

The former is a bony enlargement 
of the pesterior, and lower portion 
of the hock-joint ; the second, a bony 
excrescence on the lower, inner, and 
rather anterior portion of the hock ; 
the last, is a soft enlargement of the 
synovial membrane of the inner and 


upper portion of the hock. They |. 


are either of them sufficient reason 
for rejecting. 

See that the horse stands with the 
front feet well under him, and ob- 
serve both the heels of the feet, and 
shoes to see if he “forges,” or over- 
reaches ; and in case he does, and 
the toes of the front feet are low, 
the heels high, and the heels of the 
front shoes a good thickness, and the 
toes of the hind feet are of a proper 
length, reject him ; for if he still over- 
reaches with his feet in the condition 
described, he is incurable. If he props 
out both front feet, or points them 
alternately, reject. 

In testing the driving qualities, take 
the reins while on the ground, invite 
the owner to get in the vehicle first, 
then drive yourself. Avoid the dis- 
play, or use of the whip; and if he 
has not sufficient spirit to exhihit 
his speed without it, reject. Should 
he drive satisfactorily without, it 
will then be proper to test his amia- 
bility and the extent of his training 

‘in the use of the whip. 

‘Thoroughly test his walking quali- 
ties first, as that gait is more impor- 
tant in the horse of all work than 
great trotting speed. ‘The value of 
a horse, safe for all purposes without 
blinds, is greatly enhanced thereby. 

Purchase of the breeder of the 
horse if practicable; the reasons are 
obvious. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


Haur-a-Dozen Boys. Pp. 96. 
Hawr-a-Dozen Giris. Pp. 96. 
These are two neat little books for 
children, just published by the Ame- 
rican Sunday-school Union, 1122 
Chestnut Street. They are prepared 
by the author of “Ruth Allerten ” 
and a number or other similar works. 
They each contan six different his- 
tories, the one of boys and the other 
of girls, in which is imparted very 
wholesome ‘instraction to the young. 


BERTIE’S FALL AND OTHER STORIES. | 


By Mrs. M.E. Miller. American 
Tract Society, 150 Nassau Street, 
New York. Pp. 63. 

Bertie’s Fall, Bread and Honey, 
and Waiting are the titles of three 
very interesting stories for the young, 
contained in the above volume. 


Besste KirKLAND. By the same 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


_ author, and published as above. ‘ 
Pp. 87, Harvie, 
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structive book for the young. 
Lirrne Fouxs’ Prorure 
Pp. 48. ° 
This is an admirable little book, 


gotten up in most excellent style by 
the American Tract Society, and is 


Boox. 


Drep, at Shepherdstown, West 
Virginia, of diphtheritic croup, 0 
Sunday morning, November 22d, 
Charles’ Friel, aged 10 months, and 


"18 days, and on Monday’ night, No- 


vember 23d, Josiah W., aged 5 years, 
and 18 days, children of T. H., and 
Sallie W. Davis. pe 

It has again been forcibly illus- 
trated in this double affliction, how 


well-adapted for presentation to 
young children. 


Lititz; Or THE Lirrur Currs- 
TIAN’S Torner. By Mrs. H. E. 
Brown. American Tract Society. 
Pp. 207. 

This work has been prepared e¢s- 
pecially for the benefit of girls. It 
is made up of a series of symbolical 
representations of divine truth, twen- 
ty innumber. They are admirably 
written, and well-adapted to attract 
and impress the young. The titles 
of a few of the chapters will indi- 
cate the general character of the 
work. They are such as: “Bath: 
Regeneration ;” “The Mirror: God’s 
Holy Word ;” “The Robe: Purity ;” 
“A Universal Beau tifier: Cheer- 
fulness ;” “Fine Lip Salve: Gen- 
tleness ;” etc., etc. 


Round anD Rounp; Or Dairy 
Steps ONWARD. American Tract 
Society. Pp. 370. 

“This little book,” as is stated in 
the preface, “containsa Bible text, 
and select reading, for eaeh day in 
the year. The selections have been 
carefully culled from the best sources, 
though noauthors arenamed. They 
aim to illustrate to the young the 
simplicity, beauty, and cheer of the 
religion of Jesus, and its fitness for 
every-day life, in the school-room, 
and play-ground, as well as the 
closet and church.” An examination 
of the book verifies all that is here 
said of it. 

Scribner’s Monthly.—The January 
number of this monthly for 1875, 
has made its appearance, aud fur- 
nishes the following table of con- 
tents: 1) “Travels in South Ameri- 
ca.” Illustrated» 2) My Tourma- 
line, Part III. Save Holm. 3) 
The Canons of Colorado, (1) Down 
the Green River. Illustrated. J. 
W. Powell. 4) Saint and Sinner, 
Poem. A. H. Stoddard. 5) The 
Story of Seven Oaks, Chapters I.—IT. 
Illustrated. J. G. Holland. 6) 
Song from a Drama. Ldmund 
Clarence Stedman. T) A Boquet of 
Japanese Verses. Charles A. De 
Ray. 8) A New Solution of an 
Old Puzzle. F. G. Fairfield. 9) 
The Mysterious’ Island, Chapters 
XVIL—XXII. Illustrated. Jules 


Verne. 10) Mount Tabor, a Poem. 
John Hay. 11) Some Old Letters. 
Illustrated. 12) Sonnet. 2. W. 
Bourdillon. 13) Hereditary Foes. 


Illustrated. Kate Putnam Osgood. 
14) My Night in a Stage Coach. 
L. Clarke Davis. 15) Bazaine’s 
Prison. Maud Christiant. 16) 
Topics of the Time.. 17) The Old 
Cabinet. 18) Home and Society. 
19) Culture and Progress. 20) Na- 
ture and Science. 21) Etchings. 
The number is largely and hand- 
somely illustrated, and furnishes a 
considerable variety of interesting 
reading mattter. The well-earned 
reputation of the publication is fully 
sustained. Published by Scribner 


& Co. New York, at $4 per year, 


in advance. 


a+ 


If any one speaks evil of you, let 
your life be so virtuous that none 
will believe him. 


death an acting elder of the Re- 


little good health is to be relied on 
as a safe-guard against sickness and 
death. In less than forty-eight 
hours, the enemy, who yields to no 
entreaties, entered this happy house- 
hold, bore away two of its little ones, 
and brought weeping and sorrow. 
The illness of both was very brief, 
and death quite unexpected. This 
double affliction very naturally 
startled the community, and has 
called forth many expressions of the 
deepest sympathy for the bereaved 
parents. Little Josie was a bright 
and promising boy. All who knew 
him were attracted to him and loved 
him. He wasa member of the in- 
fant class in the Sunday-school, and 
had learned and loved to sing, 


On the 17th instant, by the Rev. 
S. R. Fisher, Mr. Jesse W. Wentz, 
of Washington Square, Montgomery 
county, Pa., to Miss Mary 1. Pres- 
ton, of this city. 


On ihe 19th of December, by the 
Rev. J. G. Dengler, in Bridgetown, 
at the home of the bride, Mr. Charles 
Stienly to Miss Susan Groff, both of 
Bridgetown, Bucks county, Pa. 
uaeeenmaceresecmatee TOM mae MIO 


A) bitnaries, 


SON Oe 


(PLP 


Diep in Berlin, Somerset County, 
Pa., Elder Jacob Kuhns, aged: 75 
years, 6 months, and 20 days. 

Mr. Kuhns was at the time of his 
Little lambs so pure and bright, 
Gather in the fold at night, 

So when death comes dark and cold, 
Jesus, take us to Thy fold. 


formed congregation at Berlin, in 
view of which fact tle consistory of 
said congregation has deemed it 
proper to adopt for publication, in 
the “ Reformed Church Messenger,” 
and in “Our Church Paper,” the 
following preamble and series of 
resolutions : 

WHEREAS, God in His wise Pro- 
vidence has seen fit to remove from 
the Church militant to the Church 
triumphant, our beloved father and 
brother in the Lord, Elder Jacob 
Kuhns, who, as a man and a citizen, 
carried a spotless reputation, whose 
life as a Christian was always con- 
sistent and exemplary, who as a 
member of the Church was faithful 
and earnestly devoted to her interests, 
and who as an elder, which office he 
filled for many years, was active and 
zealous in the discharge of his du- 
ties; therefore, 

‘fesolved, That, while we deeply 
feel the+loss, which this consistory 
and congregation have sustained in 
the death of the departed, we yet 
bow in humble submission to this 
dispensation of Divine Providence, 
knowing that our loss is his gain, 
and that all things must work to- 
gether for good to them that love 
God. 

Resolved, That we are deeply 
grateful to God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, “for the great 
grace and many gifts bestowed ” up- 
on our departed brother, whereby 
he was made able to “go before us 
in the way of salvation,” and to 
leave behind him a memory aud 
name, whieh this covgregation may 
ever cherish asa precious legacy ; 
so that it may be said of him truly, 
“he being dead, yet speaketh.” 

Resolved, That in this removal of 
one of our number, we recognize an 
admonition, which says to us: “ Be 
ye also ready;” and that we will, 
therefore, consecrate ourselves anew 
to the service of our Lord, and labor 
with renewed zeal in the office and 
trust committed to usin His Church, 
endeavoring always to follow the 
faith and piety of those by whom 
we are now surrounded in our Chris- 
tian course, as by a great cloud of 
witnesses, 0 that at death we also 
may enter into their joy. 

Consistory of Berlin Congregation. 


May Thy strong and loving arms 
Shield us in those last alarms, 
Sweet and quiet be our sleep, 
Oh, Thou Shepherd of the sheep. 


The blessed Saviour has taken 
him to His fold, truly a little lamb 
pure and bright. It was hard in- 
deed to part with him, but we sub- 
mit in love to Him, who doeth all 
things well. He will be much 
missed in his home on earth, but oh, 
how happy in his home beyond the 
skies, “forever with the Lord.” 
The Saviour, who, when upon earth, 
carried the little lambs in His arms, 
has assured us, that “of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” In this there 
is true comfort for those, who have 
given their children to the Saviour 
in the Sacrament of Baptism. Look 
up, then, afflicted parents, and whilst 
you shed tears of sorrow, may there 
also be love and faith piercing 
through them to that blessed abode, 
which through the death of these 
dear little ones, has been brought 
near to you. R 


Thomas Augustine, younger con 
of Rev Abner, and Mrs. Sarah Dale, 
after a few hours of severe illness, 
died on the night of the 27th ult., in 
Fairview, Butler Co., Pa., aged 5 
years, 2 months, and 14 days. 

His funeral, which was very largely 
attended, took place in his father’s 
church, in Fairview, on Sunday, the 
20th ult. A sermon’ was preached 
and the services were mainly con- 
ducted by the writer. Rev. Mr. 
Dodds, of the U. P. Church, also 
participated. 

Thomas was a baptized member of 
the Church, and was truly a lovely 
and an interesting child. Without 
exaggeration, we can fay, that he 
was remarkable for one of his years, 
particularly in regard to piety. His 
mind, in a great measure, seemed to 
be set upon things above. This fact’ 
was fully illustrated by his actions 
on the evening previous to bis death. 

At tea, he ate but little; com- 
plained of feeling weary ; though 
apparently in good health, having 
been engaged during the day in his 
little plays. Soon after supper, he 
kindly requested his mother to read 
the Scriptures for him, and he 
brought to her, from an adjoining 
room, his grandmother’s large Bible. 
She read to him about “little Sam- 


Diep, in this city, on the 9th 
instant, August Albrecht, in the 
35th year of his age. 
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uel,” upon which his father made 
some ‘suitable comments, In these 
services he was deeply interested. 

It was now about eight o’clock, 
and he wished to retire. His mother 
conducted him to his bed, and heard 
him repeat his prayers, little think- 
ing that it would be the last time she 
would have this privilege. After he 
had finished his prayers, he said, 
“ Mother, do you think I will go to 
heaven?” She answered, “If you 
are a good boy.” He replied, “ Mo- 
ther, 1 have been a very good boy 
to-day.” These were among the last 
words he uttered. ; 

Soon after this, he was taken with 
a severe chill. The physican was 
called in, and every available means 
made use of for his recovery; but 
allin vain. The Lord called him, 
and in thatsame night, and but a few 
hours from the time he was first at- 
tacked, he was relieved from his 
aiflictions, and passed away to rest 
forever in heaven. 

It was a severe stroke to his be- 
loved parents and surviving brother, 
and many other relatives and friends. 
But they feel, “that their loss is his 
gain.” ‘They mourn not as those who 
haveno hope. They know, “it ss 
well with the ehild,” and that the 
Lord doethall things well.” 
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FORM OF A BEQUEST. 


In making a bequest to one or more benevolent 
objects, it is important that a proper form be 
used; otherwise the intent of the testator may 
be defeated. Hence the following is suggested: 

“TI give and bequeath to the ‘ Theological 
Seminary of the Reformed Church in the United 
States,’ located at Lancaster, Pa., the sum of 
dollars ; to ‘ Franklin and Marshall Col- 
lege,’ located at Lancaster, Pa., the sum of. 
dollars ; to the ‘ Board of Home Missions of the 
Reformed Church in the United States,’ of which 
William H. Seibert, Esq., of Harrisburg, Pa., is 
at present Treasurer, the sum of dollars ; 
to the ‘Board of Education of the Reformed 
Church in the United States,’ of which the Rev. 
Samuel R. Fisher, of Philadelphia, Pa., is at 
présent Treasurer, the sum of dollars ; to 
the ‘ Board of Publication of the Reformed 
Church in the United States,’ located at Phila- 
dalphia, the sum of — dollars; to the ‘ Se- 
ciety for the Relief of Ministers and their Widows 
of the Reformed Church in the United States,’ 
the sum of —-—— dollars; and to ‘ Bethany Or- 
phan Home,’ located at Womelsdorf, Pa., the 
sum of — dollars ;—the several sums thus 
bequeathed to be used by the respective associa- 
tions for the general purposes of their organiza- 
tion. 


The parties making bequests can select 
from these objecst or divide them among them all, 
as they}may prefer. If it be desired, that the money 
should be used insome specific way, the language 
at the close can be so changed as to express this 
fact, 
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WATERS’ Now Scale PIANOS 
have grout power ala fine singing tone, 
wilh aii maedera improvements, and ure the 
BEST PIANOS MADE. These Organs and 
Pianosarec warranted for 6 years. PRICES 
EKTREMELY LOW for cath or part cash, 
and balance in momblly or qua erly paya 
ments. Second=hamd iustrumen 6s tokow 
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- WORACE WAT 228 & SON, 

481 Broadway, New York. 2B, O. Box 3567. 
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A VALUABLE | 


SUNDAY SCHOOL APPLIANCE, 


Sunday-sechool Superintendents and Librarians will 
save time and expense, andat the same time have tho 
Library perfectly under their control, by using 


RiAgi Sols 


Check System Library Register 


It is the latest, and undeubtedly the best method of 
keeping a complete and accurate record of every book 
loaned from the Library. It shows at a glance every 
book loaned and tbe name of the seholar who has re- 
ceivedit, The arrangement is so simple that any one 
can use it. The REGISTER will pay for itself in a short 
time by preventing the lows of books whieh must necer- 
sarily occur under the old systems, and WITH ORDI- 
NARY CARE IT WILL LAST FOR YHARS. Very flat- 
tering testimonials have been reeciyed from those who 
have used it. 

Circulars, containing full particulars and describing 
the manner of using this VALUABLE RHGISTHR, will 
bo mailed to any who desire to examine into its merits, 
Four sizes are made, as follows: 


Ocala. ccrsccenvencesert) for 120 scholars, 
WW iB vepsccevscanasanths for 240 scholars, 
WAU. Ss cdasccosrevesvecshes fori360 scholars. 
ING i Givrvoresesesesgansery for 600 seholars. 


Checks te be used in connection‘with the REGISTER 
come separate. 
Send for Circular and address all orders to 


‘Reformed Church Publicatisn Board, 


No. 307 ARCH STREET, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


Oct.7, 74-lyr. M. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


THE HEIDELBERG TEACHER 


Ia issued bi-monthly. A nestiy printed and bound 
pamphlet of 32 pages. Hach issue contains eight lessons 
(international Series), with comments, explanations, 
and suggestions, such as to aid the Sunday-school 
teacher. Each losson ia followed with the correspond- 
ing ‘“‘ Lord’s Day ” of the Heidelberg Catechism. 

Its literary department ia adapted to aid in the Sun- 
day-school work. \ 

TsrMs: Single copy, per your, $1.00. Ten or more 
copies to same address will be accompanied each with 
six copies lessen papers, for the uae of scholars, with- 
out extra charge, 


TMK HMMIDELBERG LESSON PAPERS. 


These contain the lesson for each Sunday in the 
month, with the “ Lerd’s Day ” of the Catechism, refer- 
ences, questions, and answers, and such help as the 
scholar needs. 

; Nerma: Por 100 papers, Tbs. 
c. 


Any less number, each 


COMPANION OF PRAISE. 
Revised and much enlarged. 

Containing choice tunes and hymns (old and now) for 
use in families, devotionml exercises sud Sunday- 
schools; also responsive readings, festival exerciser, 
ote. for Sunday-scheol use. A valuable little book for 
all. 
Terms: Per 100 copies, $35. Per dozen copies, $4.50. 
Por single copy, 40 cents. 


LEAVES OF LIGHT 


A SUNDAY-SCHOOL PAPEE, 


PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY. 


THEMS >: 

100 copies por yeer (one addrasd = =~ $25 00 
60 “ “ “ ad = 14 00 
25 “ a ‘ = a 4 00 
10 “s i SS Sal =) 4 00 

1 “ “ 4“ “ = 3 & 45 

PAYMENT? must be in advance, snd paprs willu be 


sent after the time paid for. 


oe BURISTIAN WORLD, 


178 Elim Street, CINCINNATI, 0., 


Gr Reformed Church Publication Board 
January 15, 1873. 907 Arch Street, Philada. 


EDWARD J. ZAHM, 
JEWELER, 


Zahm’s Corner, Lancaster, Penn, 
DEALER IN 


Bivevican and Lorvelgu Watelics, 


Fine Clocks, Jowelry, Spectacles, Silver 
and Silvor-plated Ware, Spoons, 
Forks, Knives, &. 


COMMUNION SHTS. 


or Church Service, or for administering the Commnu- 
nion to thesick, I call special attention to the 


EDWARD J. ZAHM WATCH. 


This watch ia made te my ewn order by the best 
Amrrican manufacturers, and all of the finer grades 
will have : 


ZARM’S PATENT REGULATOR. 


attached, an appliance by which the most perfect ac- 
curacy can be attained in rogulating the watch to time, 
They can be furnished with or without stem winding 
attachment. A full guarantee with each movement, 

Watch repairing will receive careful and prompt at: 
tention. atches cam be sont by express. Information 
furnished by mail. Address, 


EDWARD J. ZAHM, lancaster, Pa 


Oct, 26, 78, 1 year. 


Ladies at Home 


AND MEN who have othor business, wanted es ag uty, 
Novel plans, pleasant werk, Goon PAY. Send 3 cont 
stamp for particulars. Tag Gnaraid CoMPAMY, 39-41 
Park Place, New York, 
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THE BEST 


the Fall and coming Win- 
ter and are furnishing the 
best paying and most easily 
worked agency inthe werld 
Our agents have always 
boen the most successful, 
and we have lately added 
new and exceedingly tah- 


* iH S| i ESS ig inducements, requiring 
: only intelligence and a@p- 


plication for eny ene, yourg or old, of either sex, to 
make a really first class paying business for themselves, 
We have the mest agents and de the largest business 
in our line, We give right to exclusive territory, fur- 
nish the best tools te werk with, give the largest cash 
pay. Book Acrnrs and all experienced agents find 
the business we furnish, ey oa the most profitable, 
Everybody can make money, Send your name and 
addreas at once forcirculars, terms, etc. AGENTS no 
matter what you are doing send to us for particulars, 
Addross WATERS & TINKER,, Publishers, Chicago, 
Ill, ats 2%) Jann inne, LA, 


Residence, 1310 North Nineteenth. 


We now enter the field for |. 
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™he Reformed Church Publication Board have pub. 
listed the following New Books for the Sunday-8c ool 
Library, viz.: 


YOUTH IN EARNEST. 


This ia the story of a young man of pious heart and 
earnest faith, who lost his life on one of the Wester 
gunboats during the late war. It affords an exemplary 
lesson to every Christian family. It is written in Dr. 
Harbaugh’s interesting style, and is one of the last books 
he wrote. - Price 90 cents. 


THE OLD SCHOOL-MASTER, 


Or, “They That Sow in Tears Shall Reap in Joy.” 


A most interesting book, giving an account of a faith- 
ful Christian Teacher: who suffered great trials, and at 
last reaped a rich reward for all his toils and sore trials. 
Hour illustrations. Price 90 cents. 


FATHER MILLER; 


Or, The Good Lord Still Reigns. Price 75 cents. 


A very interesting story, translated from the German. 
Designed to show that “he Good Lord Still Reigus,” 


“and brings forth the judgment of his children clear as 


the sunlight, to the contusion of all enemies and perse- 
cutors. An excellent book for Sunday-Schools.—s- S. 
Times. 

Of the above two books the Christian Intelligencer says : 
—‘‘These volumes are really gems. In the geniality of 
their style, and the artless simplicity with which they 
portray real life, they are not surpassed by the beat 
efforts of those who are famed for their ekill in catering 
for the young. There will be but one opinion among 
the ‘juveniles’ as to their merit, and, in this instance, 
the opinion is sound.” . * 


LIFE OF CAIN. 


.Asonsible book. The Life of Cain isan example to be 
read for instruction and profit. Much thought has been 
employed in its careful preparation. Price 75 cents. 

“One is surprised to find how much can be said of, 
and learned from, one whose history in the Bible narra- 
tive is so brief.’—Guardian. 


THE RIPE HARVEST; 


Or, The Work to be Done, and the Increase of 
Laborers Needed in the 
MINISTRY OF THE REFORMED CHURCH. 
16mo, Cloth. 119 pp. Price 50 cents, 
“The most of the arguments will apply to one body 
of Christians as well as to another. We recommend the 
general perusal of this book.”—Lutheran Observer. 


HOLY-DAY STORIES. 


Price 50 cents, 

“& series of stories relating to the Church Holidays— 
Christmas, Good Friday, Haster, Ascension and Whitsun- 
tide. ‘These stories have all the happy, pious feeling of 
the German heart, and are well rendered into English.” 
~—Lutheran Observer, 

“Stories full of juice and spice, such ag children love 
to read.”—Guardian. 


GOOD FRIDAY. 


Price 40 cents, ths ‘ 

“Giving the history of ‘Good Friday,’ and reasons why 

it should be observed as a holy day.” In the same voluma 

we also find ‘An Easter Walk,’ and ‘Christ and the Law: 
yer? ’—Lutheran Observer. 


SALOME THE DANCER. 


Sketch of Herodias’ daughter. Price 40 cents. 

“Written for Sunday-Schools, but no less adapted for 
rsaders of mAturer tastes, and admirably suited to inter: 
et and instruct both Classes of readers.”—Guardian. 


TRUE GLORY OF WOMAN. 


BY REV. H. HARBAUGH, D. D. 
Price $1.25. 

‘*4 nother cupital book, which has been published ..; 
sotne time, and is now passing through a second editic: _ 
is from the pen of the late Dr. Henry Harbaugh. ‘Wins 
True Glory of Woman, as Portrayed in the Beauty: 
ful Life of the Virgin Mary, Mother of our Lord anu 
Saviour, Jesus Christ.” The reader will find in this 
volume many beautiful thoughts, and some suggestions 
presented in the author’s forcible style, and to ali of 
those he will take no exception.” —Christian Intelligencer. 


CREED AND CUSTOMS. 


A Popular Hand-Book, Treating of the Chief Doctrines 
and Practices of the Reformed'Church, 
BY GHO. B. RUSSELL, D. D, 
Price $2.00. 

“The work is well written, very readable throughout, 
contains, in aconvenient form, much information, which 
intelligent persons of other denominations ought to 
know, and will doubtless meet an existing want in the 
Reformed Church, perhaps more especially in that diver 
sion of it (alas!) to which the author belongs *~ 
tran Observer. 


GOSPEL LESSONS. 


BY REV. D. GANS, D. D. 


EPISTLE LESSONS. 


BY BEV. D. GANS, D.D. 
These Leesons are admirably arranged according to 


THE CHURCH YEAR. 


They are intended for the uss of 


: SUNDA Y¥-SCHOOLS, 
ble Classes, and Families, i 

or $4.50 per dozen. FER Bie Ree id si 

* Only where the Sunday-school is made a pre + 

Aga and @ stepping to the Church it is Sata oF we 
wrk, ‘his can best be done where its own text booka 
vye 180d. We bave been too long lacking these. Dy 
Ganp Question Books on the Gospels and Rpistles ura 
just the thing needed in this department of ovr 


Soeday-schcol work, Th : 
Ahivaere ve ee ey arethe books wanted.’— 


-SINAI AND ZION; 


Or, A Pilgrimage through the Wilderness to tha 
Land of Promise. Price $2.00. 
BY KEV. BENJAMIN BAUSMAN, A. M. 


“Zt is an interesting book, descriptive of 
things of the old world, giving information that will 
smply repay one for buying and reading it.”—Christian 
server, — | ; 


LEO REMBRANDT. 


Pour illustrations. Pp. 248. Price 90 cts. 


“Whom the Lurd loveth, He chast i 

illustrated in the story of this meats f ee Teas 

@ Christian history of love and self-devotion. Through & 

long chain of troubles, the love and mercy of our deat 

Lord is shown, to a widow and her two noble sons, 

ct ae cn tat A ea aoa 
a . . > 7 ry 

So them that ant God, Rial is ici oT 

va. 
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_PAILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 23, 1874, 


SPECIAL CONTRIBUTORS. 


REV. D. GANS, D. D., Baltimore, Ma, 
REV. T. G. APPLE, D, D., Lancaster, Pa, 
f&HW. HK. LEVAN, Pittsburg, Pa. 
REV. J. KM. DUBBS, Philadelphia, Pa. 

ka The source of the contributions in each 
case is indicaieds by one or mere inttial 
letters, J 


aa For terms see Sixteenth Page. 
ae 

To Correspondents.—Persons who forward 
Somamunications should uot write anything pertaining 
the bustness of the effice onxthe back of their com. 
a apie pk but on a separate slips-or; if on the same 
slveet, in such a way, that it can be separated trom the 
_comumanication, without affecting it They will save 
themselves and us much trouble by observing this rule 
&@- Unaccepted manuscripts will not be returned. __ 


Vo Subscribers.—When monies are remitted 
and the dave foliowing che name on _ the direction label 
is not changed within three weeks thereafter, please 
aotify the publishers. Those in arrears will please 
examine the date and remit the amount due. 


PALATINATE COLLEGE. 


We are in receipt of the Catalogue 
of this Institution for 1874. It pre- 
sents a neat appearance, and furnishes 
tangible -evidence of the prosperity of 
the institution. Two hundred and 
nine students have been in attendance 
during the ycar, distributed amorgst 
the various classes and departments. 
Whilst a few are from the immediate 
neighborhood, the great body of them 
are from abroad. The faculty, at the 
head of which, is Rev. Dr. G. W. 
Aughinbaugh, consists of nine members, 
each one of whom fills a distinct de- 
partment. 

The location, at Meyerstown, Leb- 
anon county Pa., is a good one, being 
in the, midst of an excellent agricul- 
tural country, and surrounded with a 
great variety of picturesque seenery. 

It is convenient also to the principal 
cities, with which it is connected by 
railroad. The buildings are large and 
furnish excellent accommodations to 
the students. The terms are reasona- 
ble, and the discipline excellent. 
Those, who have children to educate, 
would do well to patronize this institu- 
tion. The next term opens on the 11th 
of January, 1875. 

Soi oo 


THE DELEGATE QUESTION AGAIN, 


An active elder of one of our 
churches in tke interior, expresses his 
concurrence with our views on the 
Delegate question, given in our issue of 
the 9th instant. At the same time, he 
regrets, that we did not extend our re- 
marks further, and answer the mooted 
question, “whether, when aspecial meet- 
ing is called to elect delegates, any 
elder in the Classis is eligible, or only 
those present at such meeting?” There 

‘is nothing in the letter of the Consti- 
tution, which covers the particular 
point at issue in the question. 

Some twenty-five or thirty years ago, 
Classes frequently elected as delegates 
to Synod, elders who were not present 
at the meeting, and in some cases, such 

“as had not been delegated by the 
charge to represent it in the Classis. 
In the course of time, questions were 
brought before Synod, whieh involved 
the validity, or at least propriety of 
such elections. , The ruling of the 
Synod in such cases has established the 
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general principle, that to be eligible, becoming its high and holy nature. 


the elder must be an actual member of 
Classis. To constitute such member- 
ship, he must have been present at the 
annual meeting, or at some subsequent 
special meeting, and recognized as a 
member. 

We do not know, that any case has 
been decided, which would furnish a 
direct answer to the question at present 
in hand. As, however, an elder, who 
hae been once admitted to his scat in 
Classis and recognized as a member, 
continues to hold this relation for the 
year, unless his seat has been surren- 
dered to his alternate, we should think 
he could be elected at a special meet- 
ing held during that year, whether he 
be present or not, provided he has not 
been succeeded in his membership by 
another. Such at least would be our 
ruling, were we called upon to decide. 
We do not know, however, to what 
extent others would concur with us in 
this view. . 


+P 


CHRISTMAS REJOICINGS. 


The Christmas season is at hand. It 
is a period of special rejoicing to all, 
who centre their hopes for time and 
eternity in Christ. It brings vividly to 
remembrance, the most momentous 
event in the history of the human race. 
The fall of man itseif was 2 momentous 
event, but it is much less so than the 
coming of Christ in the flesh. We have 
gained more by the latter than we lost 
by the former. Great are the ruins of 
the fall; but greater are the blessings 
restored and secured to us by Christ. 
He has taken up humanity into His 
own person,’and raised it to a higher 
position than it could otherwise have 
occupied. 

No wonder the event was looked for- 
ward to with feelings of the deepest in- 
terest by the worthies of the Old Tes- 


tament period. It was long the subject 


of prophecy, as well as of earnest pious 
hope. Prophets and kings longed to 
see the day of Christ, but died without 
the sight. When His coming in the 
flesh actually occurred, it was hailed 
by the intelligences of heaven, as well 
as welcomed by the children of men. 
Angels announced the event, in circum- 
stances which indicated it to be one of 
the greatest possible significance: 
“ Glory to God in the highest; on earth, 
peace and good-will to men ;” and men 
received it as one of the deepest inter- 
est, and that, in which the prophecies 
of ages received their fulfilment. 

The event is worthy of all the promi- 
nence given toit. It brings ‘glory tg 
God in the highest, furnishing the most 
striking display of the noblest attri- 
butes of His nature, while it confers 
the highest happiness upon man, making 
possible his reconciliation with God, 
and securing for him the richest bless- 
ings earth and heaven can bestow. 
There is every reason, therefore, to hail 
with special delight the annual return 
of the day assigned to the commemora- 


God should be honored by our presence 
in the sanctuary, and, at the same time, 
it should be used as an occasion for 
making many hearts glad. Whilst we 
rejoice ourselves in the great fact of a 
Redeemer come into the world, and 
enjoy its signal blessings, we should 
strive to induce others to unite with us 
in our rejoicings, and participate in the 
blessings flowing from the event we 
commemorate. In this way, Christmas 
would be made, as it is designed to be, 
the happiest season of the year, and 
result in heightening for us those spe- 
cial joys which are the portion only 
of God’s true children in Christ. 


THE CALL TO FOREIGN MISSION 
ARY WORK. ; 


In our issue of the 9th instant, we 
published an unusually interesting com- 
munication from the Rev. F. Fox, of 
Napa, California, giving a brief his- 
tory of the young Japanese, who was 
converted to Christianity in his family 
some years ago, and has returned to it 
again, after a visit to his native coun- 
try. Wehad intended calling atten- 
tion to it at the time, and were pre- 
vented from doing so, only by an un- 
usual press of other matters. It has 
frequeutly recurred to us since it was 
published, and we cannot forbear giv- 
ing to our readers some of the thoughts 
it has awakened in our mind. 

Our Church has thus far done com- 
paratively little in foreign. missionary 
work. For years its duty in this di- 
rection has been talked of, and some 
little -was done formerly, through the 
agency of the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions, to- 
wards supporting the Mission at Broosa, 
under the care of the Rev. Dr. B. 
Sehneider, and at the present time, 
some little is also done towards sup- 
porting the missionaries from our 
Church, who are Jaboring in India, 
under the auspices of the German 
Evangelical Missionary Society, located 
at New York. 

It is felt, however, by many, that the 
Church has not come up to its full 
measure of duty in regard to the cause 
of foreign missions. It ought to have 
one or more missions in foreign coun- 
tries, which it can call distinctively 
its own, and until this is the case, 
the Church can, in our judgment, 
never be properly enlisted in this 
particular kind of work. It has ap- 
peared tous, that the opening in Japan, 
indicated by the Japanese convert to 
whom we have referred, assumes the 
eharacter of a special and significant 
call to our Church to come up to its 
duty in regard to foreign missions. 

It will be remembered, that, what 
little was done at the last General Sy- 
nod, in regard to this subject, had 
special reference to Japan, as furnish- 
ing the most accessible and promising 
field for foreign missionary labor, to be 
entered by our Church. Is there not 


tion of the event, by the Church from | some meaning and force for our Church 


the earliest ages. 
awaken in our hearts feelings of un- 
feigned gratitude and love to God, and 
lead to a renewed consecration of our- 
selves to His service. 

‘The day should be spent, not in sin- 
ful hilarity and mirth, but in a way 


It should serve to | of more than an ordinary nature in the 


coincidence between that action and the 
present call? So it strikes us, and so, 
we believe, it will strike others, if 
they will allow their minds to dwell 
on the subject. Shall we then heed 
the call? Or will we turn a deaf ear 
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to it, as something which does not 
specially concern us? 

Should the latter alternative be 
chosen, we fear we may be made to reap 
the fruits of our neglect of duty, te our 
sorrow at home. If the former, how- 
ever, be adopted and the Church enter 
upon the foreign work with becoming 
zeal and energy, the choicest blessings, 
we confidently believe, will most cer- 
tainly be realized. They that water 
others shall be watered themselves 
The reflex influence for good, it would 
exert, would be most pwerful, and 
happy. We close with the question: 
Shall we, as a Church, heed the present 
call of Providence and come up to our 
duty as plainly indicated by it? 


— —_.__—__-— —_e & o——————_—_—_—— 


THE LESSON PAPERS. 


The first of the series of Lesson Pa- 
pers for the use of Sunday-schools, in 
accord with the distiactive doctrines 
and usages of the Reformed Church, 
left the press last week, and consequent- 
ly have since been ready for distribu- 
tion. They have been prepared by the 
committee appointed under special in- 
structions of Synod. After a careful 
examination of them, we are gratified 
to be able to say, that we regard them 
as most excellent. The comments also, 
which accompany them, as published 
in the Sunday-school department of 
the ‘“ Guardian,” partake of the same 
superior character. In this opinion 
others also, who have examined them, 
fully concur. Considering the short 
time the committee have had to pre- 
pare their first paper of the series, they 
have indeed done remarkably well, and 
certainly give fair promise of still 
greater excellence in future. 

To those especially, whose religious 
education, as must be the case with 
such in the Reformed Church as have 
been trained under its distinctive life 
and spirit, has given them a taste for 
that which is churchly in tke truesense 
of the term, these papers will be truly 
welcome. The International Series, 
good as they doubtless are for those who 
are strangers to the churchly element, 
cannot but be distasteful to them. 
Every one of the class of persons to 
whom we refer, if they used the Inter- 
national Series during the year just 


‘closing, must have been painfully 


struck with their utter want of incon- 
gruity with the Church year. To assign 
such subjects as the denial of Peter, and 
the Crucifixion of Christ to the Christ- 
mas season, as is the case in that Series, 
is certainly evidence of the utter want 
of all proper taste, the foree of which 
must be felt by every one, who gives 
the subject any careful thought. 

Some, feeling this palpable incon- 
gruity, have sought to adapt the Series 
to the Church year. In our judgment, 
however, the attempt has been a signal 
failure. So at least we regard all efforts 
in this direction which have come to our 
knowledge, such as that made in the 
Augsburg Lesson Leaves, which are 
used by a denomination, whose whole 
history would make it distinctively 
churchly in its religious element. Some 
worthy brethren have advocated the 
feasibility of this plan, for our own 
Church, which position, we are sur- 
prised to see maintained even by the 
“ Evangelist ” at Cleaveland, injone of 


its late issues. We cannot, however, 
see how the proposed end can be suc- 
cessfully accomplished. The distinc- 
tive elements of the two systems are so 
diverse, that it is impossible to unite 
them in a congruous form. As well 
might it be attempted to mix oil and 
water. The reigning life of the two 
systems is altogether distinct. 

Besides all this, we do not see why 
those denominations, whose type of re- 
ligion partakes of the ehurchly element, 
should allow persons or ecclesiastical 
bodies, whose religion is of an opposite 
type, to arrange for them the Scripture 
lessons to be used in their Sunday- 
schools. They are certainly competent 
to provide for their own wants in this 
respect, and have as much right to ex- 
pect others to adopt their system, as 
others to expect them to adopt theirs. 

The disposition so prevalent to fall 
in with the popular tide of affairs, is 
certainly a dangerousone. Those who 
are controlled by it in church matters, 
will most likely find themselves away 
from their proper moorings, before they 
are aware of it. 

The Reformed Church, at all events, 
we trust, will not allow itself to be led 
astray, by the specious popular move- 
ments of the day, in reference to the 
present matter, as well as to others ofa 
similar nature. Its members, therefore, 
should heartily co-operate with the 
present movement and endeavor to give 
as wide a circulation as possible to the 
series of Lesson Papers, prepared under 
the direction of Synod for the special 
use of our Sunday-schools. They need 
only to send for specimen copies to be 
convinced of their superior excellence 
by a careful examination of them. The 
Publication Board is prepared to supply 
any number of copies that may be 
needed. Each number contains the 
Lessons for one month. They will be 
furnished to Sunday-schools at 75 cents 
per hundred copies of each number, 
which makes the cost for this number of 
copies $9 per year. 

rth ett ie 


DOINGS AT ST. MATTHEW'S, 
CHESTER CO,, PA. 


A few weeks ago, we gave some ac- 
count of an interesting service held by 
the Sunday school of St. Vincent Re- 
formed church, Chester county, Pa., 
under the direction of the pastor, the 
Rey. M. S. Rowland. A similar ser- 
vice, it seems, was also held by the 
Union Sunday-school connected with 
St. Matthew’s church, of the same 
charge. From a full account of the 
proceedings published in the “ Jeffer- 
sonian,” of West Chester, we cull the 
following particulars. 

In the Spring of the present year, 
four grains of corn were given to each 
scholar of the school, with the under- 
standing, that they were to be planted, 
the corn worked during the Summer, 
and the proceeds subsequently brought 
together as a common offering to the 
cause of benevolence. The evening of 
the 18th of November was fixed upon 
as the time for receiving the result of 
the united effort. The occasion was 
one of much interest, and drew to- 
gether a large assembly. 

After appropriate exercises, the 
scholars brought forward the corn they 
had raised, as their names were called, 
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and presented it as their offerings to- 
wards the eommon object. There were 
a number of impressive incidents con- 
nected with the occasion. One of the 
scholars, who had planted his corn in 
the Spring, had died. His friends, 
however, brought forward the corn his 
grains had yielded. Another was sick 
and had his corn presented through 
others. When all was brought  to- 
gether, it formed a considerable amount, 
and that generally of the very best 
quality. A book was presented as a 
prize to the scholar, who brought the 
largest amount of corn raised from the 
four grains planted. The prize was 
adjudged by a committee appointed 
for the purpose. 

A pleasing incident connected with 
the occasion, was the presentation, by 
the scholars of the Sunday-school, of a 
handsome book, to a lady, who had al- 
ways manifested great interest in in- 
structing them in music, and in getting 
up good exercises for the entertain- 
ments connected with the school. She 
was taken by surprise, but managed to 
express her gratitude for the compli- 
ment paid her, in touching and befit- 
ting terms. 

After spending a pleasant evening 
together, the congregation was dis- 
missed, and all returned to their 
homes, gratified with what they had 
witnessed, and resolved to do more in 
future for the interests of the Sunday- 
school. 3 

A few days prior to the corn gather- 
ing jubilee, the members of St. Mat- 
thew’s Reformed church made a dona- 
tion visit to their pastor, the Rev. M. 
S. Rowland, which we find déscribed 
as follows: “Some fifty persons gath- 
ered at his home. A great dinner was 
provided and freely partaken of. Sev- 
eral very nice presents, as tokens of love 
and e:teem, were presented to the 
pastor. Three packages of greenbacks, 
marked as they were intended to be 
used—one to replenish his library, one 
for horse-feed, and the other at his own 
discretion. The young members of the 
church presented him with a beautiful 
wax cross ina handsome gilt case, as 
an expression of their regard and love 
toward him. Quite a pleasant time 
was spent in singing and sociable con- 
versation. It was a family gathering 
of pastor and people. There was no 
distinction between rich and poor, all 
were welcome and felt at home.” 


————__— <_< —_______ 


THE FUTURE OF THE MERCERS- 
BURG REVIEW. 


Two articles will be found in our 
present issue, in reference to the publi- 
cation of the “ Mercersburg Review,” 
during the coming year, to which spe- 
cial attention is invited. It is to be 
hoped, that the editors, as well as the 
individual who has assumed the pecu- 
niary responsibility of its publication, 
will be properly sustained in their labor 
of love for the Church. If this shall 
be the case, however, there must be 
more interest shown on the part of its 
friends, in extending its circulation, 
than was evinced during the years it 
was issued by the Board of Publica- 
tion. 

Some of the remarks contained in 
the two articles to which we call atten- 
tion, require some notice at our hands, 


They do not, though doubtless unde- 
signedly, present the precise relation of 
the Synod and of the Board of Publi- 
cation to the transfer of the responsi- 
bility of the future publication of the 
“Review,” and contain also a quasi 
reflection, though disavowed, upon the 
course of the Synod and the Board in 
the matter. 

No provision was made by Synod to 
take care of the “Guardian,” as is 
stated. On the other hand, though 
this publication had sustained itself for 
several years of its existence previous 
to: the last, yet, at the instance of its 
editor, who became discouraged by the 
falling off of the support during the 
last year, and thought the publieation 
had fulfilled its mission, a resolution 
was adopted, declaring, that Synod 
deems it expedient to discontinue the 
publication of the “ Guardian,” and a 
paper prepared by a committee ap- 
pointed for the purpose, complimentary 
to those by whom the publication had 
been edited, was also subsequently 
adopted. 

Later in the sessions, the Synod 
adopted a resolution instructing the 
Board of Publication to select a com- 
petent committee “to prepare a series 
of Lesson Papers, in accordance with 
the distinetive doctrines and usages of 
the Reformed Church,” and requesting 
the Board “to publish the same, as soon 
as possible, in order that there may be 
a uniform system of instruction in all 
the Sunday-schools throughout our 
Church.” Ata special meeting of the 
Board, held a few weeks after the ad- 
journment of the Synod, the subject of 
the above action received its careful 
attention. After considerable delibera- 
tion, it was thought, that the most 
feasible plan for carrying out the wishes 
of Synod in the matter, would be to 
continue the publication of the “Guar- 
dian” in a modified form, attaching to 
ita regular Sunday-school Department, 
in which should appear the Lesson 
Papers and necessary accompanying 
Comments, called for by the action of 
Synod. 

Under this new phase of matters, the 
editor of the “ Guardian” became en- 
couraged, and was willing to continue 
to edit it. The Board accordingly 
felt themselves justified, yea, called 
upon, in. the circumstances, to continue 
the publication of the “ Guardian,” 
under the proposed modified form} and 
to associate with the editor a commit- 
tee to prepare the Sunday-school mat- 
ter asked for by Synod. The move- 
ment has accordingly since gone for- 
ward under this form, and from present 
indications, is most likely to prove a 
grand success. 

In the action of Synod upon the 
Publication affairs of the Board, as 
much care was taken of the “ Review,” 
as of any of the other publications. 
There was no discrimination against it 
in this respect. The Potomac Synod, 
however, in its action upon Publication 
matters, suggested to the Board, among 
other things, “that those publications 
which prove themselves unable to meet 
the expenses of their publication, and 
are not strictly necessary for the work 
of the Church, either be discontinued, 
or thrown into private hands—thus re- 
lieving the Board from all pecuniary 
responsibility therefor.” 

Tt was in view of this latter action 
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especially, that we expressed, prior to 
the special meeting of the Board, the 
probability, that it might be necessary 
to discontinue the “Review,” unless 
some private individuals would assume 
the pecuniary responsibility of its 
publication; and added, that we 
believed such individuals could be 
found. This statement elicited from 
the party, by whom its publication is 
continued, the expression of a probable 
willingness to assume such responsibil- 
ity, in case the Board would transfer 
to them the subscription list of the 
Review. 

At the subsequent meeting of the 
Board, the subject of continuing the 
publication of the “ Review” very natu- 
rally in the circumstances received 
special consideration. No proposition 
was submitted to the Board, looking to 
its discontinuance. Yea, one of the 
members expressly stated, that such a 
measure could not be thought of. As, 
however, the receipts on account of the 
“Review” had every year since its 
publication fallen short of the expenses 
incurred, which deficit, though not very 
large for any one year, yet had reached 
a considerable amount in the course of 
years, it was thought expedient, if not 
necessary, in view of the straitened 
circumstances of the Board, to transfer, 
if possible, its future publication to 
private hands, as a probable opportu- 
nity to do so had presented itself. 
Hence the action of the Board, offering 
the subscription list to the party by 
whom its publication has been assumed, 
was taken, which offer was accepted. 

It did not make the offer, because it 
wished to entail any loss upon those, to 
whom it was made. It supposed that 
individuals could give the matter spe- 
cial attention, and would be able to 
rally around them a greater support 
than the Board succeeded in doing, and 
in the course of time, make the publi- 
cation even a source of profit to its 
publishers. This we think ean, and 
also, will be done. They certainly shall 
have our hearty co-operation, as far as 
this may extend. 

Neither the Synod, nor the Board, 
ever acted a step-motherly part towards 
the “‘ Review,” though the same eannot 
be said of many who ought to have 
been its active supporters and friends. 
We trust the latter will change their 
course in relation to it, which they 
must do, if they wish to insure its con- 
tinued existence. 

We give the above simply as matter 
of history, which seemed to be neces- 
sary in the circumstances, and trust it 
will be kindly regarded by those, who 
have, in the exercise of much self- 
denial, undertaken an important service 
for the Church, for which they deserve 
to be heartily commended. 


Oe? 


REMEMBER THE ORPHANS! 


Amid the rejoicings of the present 
festival season, let us not forget the 
Orphans’ Home. Its recent trials 
should especially recommend it to our 
sympathy and prayers. The little 
ones are the wards of the Church, and 
Christian duty requires that we should: 
see them well-provided with food and 
clothing. _ : 

Several little incidents have lately 
come under our personal notice, which 
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Wwe venture to relate, in the hope that 
they will! have a tendency to en- 
eourage the friends of the Home. 
“One of our elders, who is greatly in- 
terested in the cause, recently secured 
places for a number of the orphans in 
excellent families in this city. In two 
instances, at least, the children ac- 
tually got homesick. So much kind- 
ness had been shown the poor little 
ones by the Superintendent and his 
-excellent lady, that they longed to re- 
turn to their benefactors, and were not 
satisfied until their desire was granted. 
It is hoped that, after they have grown 
a little older, the separation can be 
moro easily effected. 

Another of our elders, by special 
arrangements, permits one of his own 
‘sons annually to spend several weeks 
at the Orphans’ Home, as a summer 
vacation. He submits during his stay, 
to all the rules of the institution, takes 
his meals with the children, and is 
expected in every way to conduct 
himself as though he were a permanent 
inmate. Far from considering this a 
hardship, he enjoys his visit exceed- 
ingly, and looks forward with pleasure 
all the year towards the happy weeks 
he is to spend at Womelsdorf. 

We are making an earnest effort in 
our congregation to gather a contribu- 
tion, that shall, at least, equal those of 
former years. Will not the friends of 
the Home everywhere endeavor to do 
the same ? D. 

OD 


THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS. 


Happy Christmas! Why cannot we 
have the spirit of it all the year? This 
question, foolish as it will likely seem 
to some, may elucidate a fact, which we 
are sometimes loath to acknowledge, 
and when acknowledged, prone to over- 
look or forget. The fact is, that the 
spirit of Christmas is inseparably con- 
nected with Christmas itself, or its sea- 
son, so that it is impossible to have the 
one without the other. 

In this fact, we are taught, that sacred 
soagons, suchgs Christmas, Lent, Easter, 
Whitsuntide, and Trinity, are not the 
-results of an arbitrary appointment on 
the part of the Church. If they were 
the effects of any such willful arrange- 
ment, then it would be possible to sepa- 
rate the peculiar spirit of these several 
occasions from their seasons, and to 
“enjoy this spirit in its full, living form, 

_atany time. This, however, is utterly 
impossible. What human or civic 
authority could evoke the spirit of 
Christmas, by fixing its time in March 
or April, or by selecting for it Good 
Friday, the day which brings to the 
Christian heart the sadness answering 
to the death of Jesus Christ? 

Christmas is an historical fact, by 
which evidently more is meant than 
simply a report or reminiscence. It 
was the actual entrance of Christ, in 
His own supernatural character, into the 
world’s life itself, as a permanent and 
abiding force. No one can have a 
proper idea of the majesty of this 
event, without at once perceiving not 
only its far-reaching conditioning power 
at the time in which it occurred, but 
also at every periodic return of that 
season annually to the end of the ages. 
Fach recurrence of the Christmas sea- 
gon is, in a deep and real sense, a re- 
production of the event itself, the power 


of which is actually enshrined in the 
on-going movement of the world. Just 
as Spring brings with it the revival of 
vogstable life borne secretly in its 
bosom, as Summer carries with it the 
power of ripening, as Autumn necegsi- 
tates the wilting and decay, and as 
Winter opens the way for the cold and 
snow and general dissolution, so the 
season of Christmas brings with it the 
spirit which is peculiar to it. Christ. 
mas has a body as well as a soul, and 
these cannot be separated. If the en- 
trance of Christ into the world’s life 
be an actual and an abiding fact, why 
should the vital church seasons, which, 
in the way of time, embody the several 
grand acts of His life, be less real and 
historical than the national seasons, 
which have their own periods and al- 
Ways carry with them their own pecu- 
liar influences? The incarnation is ‘a 
fact for the whole world, more real 
indeed than any that has ever entered 
into it. It has modified the whole 
world, and is modifying it more and 
more every year. Considering the 
power of this fact, how could any one 
expect it to be otherwise? Time and 
space are both conditioned by it. It 
was meant to be the salvation of the 
whole creation, which, by sin, was made 
to ‘‘travail and groan together in pain”’ 
until it occurred. How could the in- 
carnation accomplish this general re- 
sult, if it did not enter in a real way 


_| into the centre of the world’s life as an 


abiding power, and if it did not have 
the effect of conditioning and moulding 
this life, producing by its own force 
really sacred places and sacred times? 
These sacred places and sacred times 
are, therefore, the results, not of any 
mechanical appointmonts on the part 
of men, but of the conquering power of 
this supernatural presence in the bosom 
of the world itself. Christ, not outside 
of, but im the world, and acting through 
the world’s own laws and forces, is thus 
overcoming the world, giving to natu- 
ral space a spiritual signifieance, and 
to time—secular time—a sacred power. 
All the parables and miracles of Christ 
proclaim this grand truth. 

In view of facts like these, we can 
very easily see how puerile the imagi- 
nation, that the jubilaut spirit of Christ- 
mas is the result of habit, or the dis- 
position of the peeple to make it a 
joyous occasion, which they could 
change at pleasure. Whence origi- 
nated this habit, or by what fact is 
this disposition of the poople created ? 
In searching the cause, going back- 
ward, no one will be able to stop until 
he arrives at the birth of Christ itself; 
and returniag through the ages, he will 
discover that the jubilant joy always 
appeared at the return of the season in 
which that birth oecurred—forcing 
into conviction the fact, that time had 
been actually penetrated by the birth, 
and that ever since it has mysteriously 
enshrined its power. 

No one should loge sight of the les- 
aon here taught, which is, that the 
natural never stands alone or separated 
from the supernatural, and that the 
secular ought never to be viewed as 
sundered from the Christian. Christ- 
mas proclaims that these, though not 
the same, are nevertheless inseparably 
united. To look upon the region of 
physical science, or the succession of 
events as connected with time, giying 
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conception of history, or the sphere of | years to free. The truth of this pre- 
mental action, indicating the depart- | position may be undeniable, but from 


ment strictly of philosophy, as being 
merely natural, and governed wholly 
by natural laws unmodified, is to yield 
entirely to the spirit of the worst form 
of rationalism, and to give a fatally 
false coloring to the whole domain of 
thought and knowledge. Christmas 
teaches that all these departments are 
porvaded by a supernatural power, by 
which they are all conditioned, and in 
the light of which only they can be 
understood. In other words, that the 
Incarnation has laid the only basis of 
true science, history, and philosophy, 
and that to understand these properly, 
faith, no less than reason, is essentially 
necessary. G. 


+> + 


THE LESSON OF THE TIMES, 


We are past our civil war and its 
disturbing influences. We are alzo 
past the deceptive prosperity which 
came in its wake, and the distracting 
worldliness which it called forth. As 
a people we are brought to a halt. 
The times are bad. Leisure and op- 
portunity for reflection are fairly forced 
upon us. The lesson, which above all 
others, should now come to the fore- 
ground is, that we, as a nation, and as 
individuals, must turn to God as the only 
source of abiding happiness. 

Let this great truth be pressed home 
from all our pulpite. Letthe vague sense 
of it which people have, be so brought 


‘out as to confront them clear as sun- 


light. And let the Church, in her mani- 
fold services, awaken this sense, where 
it does not as yet exist ; and strengthen, 
encourage and lead to triumphant 
action, those who make earnest with it. 
Let our church-doors be open as much 
as possible this winter; let us enter and 
worship with pure hearts. Our Palaii- 
nate forefathers had daily services, and 
daily prayers from the Liturgy. It 
may not be our calling to do just the 
same thing. It shows, however, that 
we may have frequent services, and 
quite churchly at that, without falling 
inte ways either fanatical or narrow, 
The more orderly and solemn our ser- 
vices, the more likely they are true 
and healthful. Providence teaches 
men a great lesson in the peculiar con- 
dition of the times ; but the advantage 
of its proper, fruitful application, we 
feel well-agsured, will largely depend 
upon the manner in which the Church 
of Christ brings it to bear on the eon- 
sciences of men. FY KL. 
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GREEK MEETING GREEK. 


The following is a brief but com- 
prehensive editorial in the “ Baltimore 
Daily Sun,” Nov. 20th, on the subject 
of cremation : 

“Tn the discussions on the subject of 
eremation and burying, utility has been 
the main argument advanced by the 
cremationists, while the advocates of 
the old custom of burying have con- 
fined themselves to the ground, that 
cremation is repugnant to the customs 
and tastes of Christendom. The cre- 
mationists have asserted, that by the 
burning process we should assist na- 
iure’s work of decomposition, aud lib- 
erate in a few moments what she took 


a statement in a Belgian medical jour- 
nal it is rendered questionable whether 
the sudden liberation of those elements, 
contrary to the gradual operation ¢4- 
tablished throughout nature, may not 
prove injurious in ways as yet unper- 
eeivable even to the philosophic eye. 
The Belgian journal referred to de- 
clares that the immense numbers of 
corpses burned by the Hindoos, who are 
compelled by the worship of Brahma 
to burn their dead, is the real cause of 
Asiatic cholera. The poisonous gases, 
it says, generated in this way, hover in 
the air during the day, but at night 
sink into the lower atmosphere, mixing 
with the water and various kinds of 
food, and permeating the lungs in the 
process of respiration. In Hindostan 
the Asiatic cholera is endemic, yet sub- 
ject to certain influences in the atmos- 
vhere it becomes epidemic, and thus 
causes ruin and destruction in the re- 
motest countries. It is well-known, 

that a virulent poison is developed in 
the decaying human corpse, as medical 
men engaged in the study of anatomy 
by dissection have had frequent and 
in some eases fatal experience. Hence 

it is conceivable, that the sudden liber- 

ation of poisonous gases, in such quan- 
tities as preclude the possibility of their 
absorption in the usual way of nature, 
should prove prejudicial to the health 

of the living. As there seems to be a 
disposition in some quarters to revive 

cremation in the place of burial, al- 

leged facts like these are of practical 

interest.” 

“When Greek meets Greek, then 
comes the tug of war.” The controversy 
on the subject of cremation over against 
burying is not one between the elergy 
and the medical profession, «between 
revelation and science, or between the 
moral sense of Christianized men and 
modern conclusions of Naturalists. It 
is one rather between physician and 
physician, between science and science, 
so-called, or between the observations 
and dedaetions of scientific Naturalists 
themselves, with the Christianized 
moral sense of men on the side of those 
who oppose cremation and favor the 
usual mode of burial. When the 
seientist meets the scientist, then comes 
the tug of war. 

The respectability of the Belgian 
Journal, as an authority on this sub- 
ject, will hardly be called in question 
by any one, and the conclusion to 
which it has come respecting the cre- 
mation of the Hindoos and Asiatic 
sholera, must be decisive of the argu- 
ment in question just to the extent that 
it rests on solid ground and can be 
properly substantiated. The most of 
people, without any special scientific 
knowledge, led only by the principle 
of common judgment, would, we think, 
be disposed preity generally to regard 
the statement of this journal as being 
at least reasonable ; for it can hardly 
be supposed, that so large an amount 
of poisonous gas could be allowed to 
impregnate the atmosphere, without 
producing some injurious or fatal re- 
sults. And what effect other thanthat 
of cholera could be more like the cauge 
which is here assigned? And if the 
limited number of dead bodies which 
are burned in Hindostan are capable 
of producing consequences such as are 
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calculate the effect were this custom 
to obtain all over the world ? 

Even on the score of utility, then, 
which seems to be the main stronghold 
of cremationists, the argument appears 
to fail. The process of Nature, in the 
body’s deeay, though slow and gradual, 
is likely wiser—even Science being the 
jadge—than that of Art, which is more 
rapid. The freeing of poisonous gases 
in the natural process is so gradual, 
that they can easily be absorbed, whilst 
in the case of cremation, they are so 
suddenly emitted, and in such quantity, 
as to render absorption impossible. 
Thus‘they become scourges to punish 
our blindness. Indeed it is more than 
doubtful whether any of the natural 
laws, which govern organic bodies, can 
be seriously interfered with or modified, 
either as to-their nature or action, 
without producing consequences of a 
more or less detrimental character. 
Death itself is the effect of just such a 
change or modification; and this effect 
may, as above indicated, be made 
another cause of millions of other deaths. 
Tie hasty decomposition of bodies al- 
ready dead, may be the cause that will 
just as hastily sweep thousands upon 
thousands into eternity. If it be true, 
as above stated, that cremation as prac- 
tised in Hindostan, is the “ real cause 
of Asiatic Cholera,” we havein this fact 
more than an answer to the fears enter- 
tained by some, that our cemeteries 
may affect the water currents and ,thus 
be productive of disease. This, though 
not entirely baseless, could yet hardly 
ever be the case to such a degree as to 
render the water actually poisonous, 
the process of decay being, in the na- 
tural order, so slow and gradual. 

It may not always, or in every con- 
dition, be true, that a hurrying of Na- 
ture’s action is an actual transgression 
of its laws. There likely are cases in 
which this may be done, where the 
action of the law itself might still be 
normal, in which cases, as we can con- 
ceive, there would not, necessarily, be 
any harmful consequences. Such cases 
are, however, at best, only exceptional. 
Generally, the normal ,action of na- 
tural law is just as essential to the 
legitimate result, as its normal nature. 
We have many reasons to doubt whether 
the acceleration of the natural law of 
decomposition, by the art of burning, 
ig not a violation of that law, which 
must bring with it a punitive penalty. 
It certainly is contrary to the divine 
purpose, a3 this is embodied in the law 
itself. The mephitic air, gendering 
pestilence, would, if the conclusion of 
the above-mentioned scientists is correct 
point very positively in this direction. 

This conclusion, moreover, is aided 
very materially by our moral sense, 
which ia offended by cremation. This 
moral sense, properly enlightened by 
Christian culture, and very nearly uni- 
yersal in its harmony on this point, is, 
perhaps, where the question may carry 
in ita scientific doubt,’more keen in per- 
ceiving the truth, or at least detecting 
it, than the profoundest philosophical 
reason. 

But we wish not now to go beyond 
the point stated as a fact in the journal 
quoted above, and upon which the 
editor of the Sun has made such ap- 


propriate remarks. Let the question 


for the present, rest with that fact. It 
is in every way profitable for calm re- 
flection. If that which is affirmed in 
this journal, to be a fact, be such in- 
deed, then, we think, it follows, that the 
argument from the field of science in 
favor of cremation, carrying with it the 
idea of utility, is at an end. The ques- 
tion, as here put, is evidently one that 
deserves the most careful scrutiny on 
the part of the savans of the age, and 
until it shall be fully answered, and 
clearly proven, even beyond the shadow 
of a reasonable doubt, that the crema- 
tion of the Hindoo is not the cause of 
Asiatic Cholera, and that the same 
practice, if universally adopted, would 
not be the cause of even a more terrible 
pestilence, we, and the rest of the Chris- 
tianized world, ought to be left, un- 
molested, to follow Nature’s mode of 
burial, which has proven itself not only 
to be natural and safer, but also in 
full harmony with natural affection and 
Christianity. G. 
or  -O  — 


" For the Reformed Church Messenger. 


THE MERCERSBURG REVIEW, 


A Statement, 


After the meeting of the Synod at 
Bethlehem, I received information, that 
the Board of Publication proposed to 
discontinuo the publication of the 
“Mercersburg Review.” If this inten- 
tion had been made known to Synod, 
and received its approbation, the mat- 
ter might have been allowed to rest 
there; but under the circumstances I 
felt, that such a measure should not be 
carried into effect without some effort 
to keep the Review going, at least until 
some expression can be obtained from 
Synod in reference to the subject. I, 
therefore, proposed to the Board to take 
the publication off their hands, and find 
some way to have it carried on during 
the coming year. In doing so, it seems 
proper to let the Church know what 
condition it is in. 

The subscription list contains a little 
over 400 names, but after deducting 
contributors and exchanges, there is 
not over 390 bona fide subscribers left. 
Even with this number it could, per- 
haps, pay the expenses of its publica- 
tion, if the subscription were in all 
cases punctually paid, but this is not 
thecase. It will appear, therefore, that 
the friends of the Review will have to 
make some effort to increase the eub- 
scription list, if it is to be continued. 
What we propose is, to have it pub- 
lished next year at Lancaster, without 
any expense to the Board or the Church, 
aud then present the matter of its fur- 
ther continuance to the meeting of the 
alumni next Commencement, and to 
the Synod at its meeting next fall. 

We do not believe, that either the 
Alumni or the Church would wish the 
Review to be discontinued. We have 
a number of able and vigorous writers 
among the young men in the ministry, 
who, we are assured, will not let it suf. 
fer for wantof matter. Atsuch a time 
as this, when theological questions are 
invested with so much interest, when 
in all directions the times are so stir- 
ring, and @ coming crisis in the affairs 
of the Church and the world seems im- 
minent, the Reformed Church ought 
not to be without this organ. 


Under this conviction we have felt, 
that the Church will sustain the effort 
to keep the Review going. Our labor 
will be freely given, and at the end of 
the year, we shall Jay the whole inter- 
est. before the Synod, so that it may 


determine what it wishes in the premises, 
whether to have the Review continued, 


and if so, under whose editorial control, 
or have it discontinued. 

We have taken the responsibility of 
calling in the services of an associate 
editor. The Review will be edited 
during next year by Dr. HE. E. Higbee 
and the present editor. It will be able 
to give better satisfaction, therefore, 
than heretofore. The pecuniary respon- 
sibility has been assumed by an ener- 
getic and active layman at Lancaster, 
who consents to do this for love of the 
Church. Inasmuch as neither he nor 
the editors will likely receive any re- 
muneration for their services, while he 
assumes pecuniary responsibility, we 
think we have a right to ask a cordial 
support from the Church. 

To the writers who have already 
aided us, and those who continue to do 
so, we return our sincere thanks. The 
next number will appear during the 
month of January, and we oan pro- 
mise, that it will be an excellent num- 
ber. All letters relating to the editor- 
ial department, exchanges, books for 


notice, &ec., should be directed to Dr. | 


T. G. Apple, Lancaster, Pa., and all 
letters pertaining to publication, remit- 
tances, &c., should be addressed to Mr. 
E. J. Zahm, Lancaster, Pa.— Ed. Mer. 
Review. 
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‘A CATECHISM FOR THE CHRIST- 
MAS SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
SERVICE. 


Ques. How many kinds of years are 
there ? 

Ans. Three. : 

Q. What are they? 

A. The Natural, Civil, and Church 
year. 

Q. What is the Natural year ? 

A. The revolution of the earth 
around the sun. 

Q. What is the Civil year? 

A. The year by which the nation 
counts time. 

Q. What is the Church year ? 

A. The year by which the Church 
counts ‘time. 

Q. On what is the Church year 
based ? 
- A. On divine revelation. 

Q. When does it begin ? 

A. It begins with Advent, four weeks 
before Christmas. 

Q. What does Advent mean? 

A. Coming. 

@. Whose coming do we look for 
during Advent ? 
. Christ’s. : 
. What is the Advent season ? 
. A season of preparation. 
. Preparation for what ? 
. For Christmas. 
. Is preparation necessary ? 
. Yes; if we wish to observe it 
properly. 

Q. Did God prepare the Jews to 
celebrate the first Christmas ? 

‘A. Yes, 

Q. Was there also preparation among 
the Gentiles ? 

A. Yes. 


> 


rFOPOPO > 


by gepal 


Q,. How long did the work of pre-- 
paration go forward? 

A. A thousand years. 

Q. What do we celebrate on Chriat- 
mas ? 

A. The birth of Christ. 

Q. What does the word Christmas 
mean? § 

A. Worship of Christ. 

Q. Where was Christ born ? 

A. At Bethlehem in Judea. 

Q. Which prophet foretold the fact 
long before? 

A. Micah, in the fifth chapter and 
second verse. - 

Q. Who was Christ’s mother? 

A. The Virgin Mary. 

Q,. In what was He born? 

A. A stable. 

Q. Was the Saviour poor ? 

A. Yes; though He was rich, yet 
for our sakes He became poor. 

Q. Why did He become poor ? 

A. That He might become rich. 

Q. How? rich in money ? 

A. No; but rich in happiness and 
eternal life. 

Q. Is Jesus the friend of the poor? 

A. Yes; He is the friend and 8a- 
viour of all, 

Q. What is the first, and best Christ- 
mas gift? 

A. Jesus Christ, the divine-human 
Saviour. | 

Q. Who gives us the gift ? 

A. God, our Father in heaven. 

Q. To whom does He offer this gift ? 

A. To all; young and old, rich and 
poor. ‘ 

Q. What did the angels do at the 
birth of Christ ? 
. They told the Shepherds of it. 
. What else did they do? 
. They sang a song. 
. What is the song called ? 
. Gloria in Excelsis, 
. Where is it found ? 
. In Luke ii. 14. 
. Repeat it? . 
- Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good-will toward men. 

Q. What did thé Shepherds do? 

A. They went to Bethlehem and 
worshiped Him. 


@. Who else cam d i 
athe e and worshiped | 
A. The Wise Men. 
Q. Were they Jews also? 
A. iNog they were Gentiles, 
Q. How did they find Jesus ? 
re “ bdand them. 
— Q. o slew all the male child 
in and around Bethlehem titties Heo 
years of age? 
A. Herod, the King. 
@. ware 
. That he might destroy Jesus 
Q. What took place eight days ; 
Christ’s birth ? i Totuuand ght 
; A. eames ee and named 
esus, and thus made a m 
Jewish Church. adit 
Q. What is said of His childhood 
oe 
‘ en He was twelve yea 
He was found attending calschieney 
in are female, Luke ii. 46. 
: at else is said of Him j i 
ee : of Him in His 
A. That He obeyed His 
Q What else? ‘ pie 
, that He increased in wisdom 
and in stature, and in fa i f 
mr a Luke li. 52. EROS Sa 
. Did He grow u i 
PA te g p outside of the 
A. No: He 
Q. 


follow 
The example of piety and obedience 
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grew up in it. 
? hat example has He left us to 
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REFORMED CHURCH, Mc- 
“EWENSVILLE, NORTHUM- 
BERLAND CO., FA, 


, On the fifth and sixth of December, 
the Reformed Church: at the above 
place, was solemnly set apart to the 
worship of the Triune God. ‘Isis was 


_,& joyous occasion for pastor and people. 


They all felt, that, by the-help and 


grace of God, they were enabled to 


accomplish a great work. ., 

The first church was built in 1842, 
and was owned conjointly ‘by tne 
Lutheran and Reformed con zrerations, 
This building was repaired ‘and im- 
proved at different times, and evem now 

_ needs, repairing very badly. It -is a 
brick edifice, and can be so re-modelled 


NSECRATION OF ST. JOHN'S |g 


aturday morning, the pastor preached 


vices were condueted in the English 


| Janguage. 


On Saturday evening and Sunday 
morning, Rey. GC. H. Leinbach, of 
Tulehocken, preached, and on Sunday 
eveniis Rev. J.C. Bucher, D. D., of 
Lewisiurg, delivered a very able and 
impressive sermon. The services were 
all well attended, and the hearers lis- 
tened attentively to the preached word. 
The very best order prevailed through- 
out, and the singing by choir and con- 
gregation was soul-inspiring. 

After the dedicatory sermon on 
Sunday morning, the pastor announced, 
that there was still a debt of twenty- 
two hundred dollars resting on the 
church edifice, and that he, as well as 


that it will make a comfortable and the other ministerial brethren present, 


convenient house of worship. 
When.the, question of re-modelling 
Was, agitated, certain, difficulties be- 
_ tween the two congregations arose, and 
. the final result was, the Reformed, sold 
out their.interest to the Lutherans, and 
determined to erect a church for their 
exclusive use. The old building no 
longer satisfied the esthetic taste and 
convenience of the Reformed member- 
‘ship; and then too, it was felt for some 
years past, that it would prove more 
advantageous to both congregations, 
could each enjoy the exclusive control 
_of their own church property, In this, 
-we think, the ‘congregations acted 


wisely. . Would to God, others similarly 


‘situated, would follow their example! 
How much better it is, when each 
denomination has its own house of 
worship? fh 
The new building is a beautiful brick 
structure. The body of -it is 40x60 
feet, with a pulpit recess 4x10 feet, and 
a massive tower built up at the front 
12 feet square and 66 feet high, termi- 
nating in a neat gilded cross. The 
“entire cost of the building, including 
‘the labor which the congregation be- 


stowed gratuitously, is about $9,500.00. 


“Tt is, we think, the neatest and the 
_ most beautifully finished church edifice, 


edt 


in the northern portion of Northumber- 
land County, and reflects honor upon 
pastor and people. . » 
It is. built’ with a basement ‘story, 
which ‘contains besides the vestibule 
and xoom for fuel, a. very pleasant lec- 
_ ture room, two library rooms, and a 
room for infant class of Sunday-school, 
from which room are stairs leading to 
the chancel and pulpit. The audience 
room is very handsomely frescoed, and 
its beautiful tints are most pleasing to 
‘the eye. In the rear of the pulpit is 
painted the Ascension of Christ; over 
_the altar, against the ceiling, a dove 
descending—over the choir gallery, 
against the ceiling, a lamb with a ban- 
mexr—and in the centre of ceiling, four 
cherubs may be séen. All these repre- 
sentations are beautifully executed, and 
very impressive. On the outside of 
the arch over the pulpit appear the 
words: ‘‘I am the way, and the truth, 
‘and ‘the’ life.” “And over the choir- 
llery the words, “ Gloria in excelsis 
Deo” ; 
Religious ‘services were held during 
the week’ previous in the evenings, at 


did not feel inclined to consecrate the 
house until the cancelling of this amount 
was provided for. Some felt a little 
weak in the knees—shook their heads, 
and said; “Such a large amount can- 
not be raised to-day.” The pastor, 
building committee and some other 
members, were not so easily frightened. 
They said: “It can, and it must be 
raised.’ Dr. Bucher, an old and ex- 
perienced hand at the, business, com- 
meuced the work. Some brethren call 
him “ the Prince of beggars;” but let 

| that be as it may, to-day he was ear- 
nestly engaged begging for the people 
and the Lord. 

Some of us were sent around with 
slips. Then began a little responsive 
service. Members of the building com- 
mittee and others soon made them- 
selves heard. . Father Clapp responded 
in the sum of $400. John B. Lein- 
bach followed with $400, and Mr. 
Shaeffer was ready with his $3800. 
These brethren had already subscribed 
liberally before the building was com- 
menced. Others now followed with 
their $100, $75, $50, $30, and 25 dol- 
lars; The aged and the young alike 
seemed to manifest a deep interest in 
the work, and were determined that 
the amount must beraised. One young 
man in the choir subscribed $55, others 
$25. Some young ladies $30 each. 


Not more than one hour had expired ; 


before the sum of $2300 was reported 
as having been secured—one hundre 
more than the actual debt. This only 
shows what can be done, when pastor 
and people work harmoniously together, 
as is the case here. 

And now the way was open for the 
consecration proper. The pastor, the 
Rev. J. K. Millet, conducted this sol- 
emn service, using the service in the 
“Order of Worship.” The whole con- 
gregation united in repeating the Apos- 
tles’ Creed and Lord’s Prayer. This 
service was peculiarly solemn and im- 
pressive. All felt thankful to God that 
He had crowned their efforts with suc- 
cess. <All felt inclined to exclaim, 
“ Gloria in excelsis Deo.” 

Brother Millet serves two congrega- 
tions besides this one—viz., Paradise 
and Watsontown. His labors are 
appreciated by his people, and owned 
and blessed by the Great Head of the 
Church, From all we were permitted 
to see and Jearn, during our stay among 


which the, Rev, T, Derr of Turbotyille, | this people, we were very favorably 
‘and the Presbyterian brother of Me-| impressed. The prospects for the future 
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wensville, assisted the pastor. On| of this charge are very flattering. 


Brother Millet has every reason to feel 


| @ German sermon—all the other ser- encouraged. May God give him grace 


to prosecute, vigorously, the work so 
auspiciously begun and carried forward 
by his predecessors, Rev. H. Wiegand, 
deceased, and Rev. Henry Mosser! He 
is permitted, in some measure at least, 
to reap the ripe fruits of their labors. 
Thus let it ever be! 

Ox our way up the Susquehanna, we 
stopped off at Lewisburg. It afforded 
us much gratification to meet so many 
familiar faces. Lewisburg is a very 
pleasant place, and we have many 
good families residing here. Our peo- 
ple are without a pastor at present, 
aud are anxious to secure the services 
of one. This charge shoald be sup- 
plied without delay. There is much 
material here ready to be gathered into 
the Church. The very fact that many 
of the members are so anxious to have 
a man of God to break*to them the 
bread of life, is a very favorable indi- 
cation. May they soon have their 
wishes realized ! 

C. H. L 

Dec. 14, 1874. 
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CORRESPONDENCE FROM 
MICHIGAN. 


Mr, Editor :—A little more than two 
years ago, I announced, that the Re- 
formed church of Wakeshma, Michi- 
gan, had built us a fine parsonage. It 
was a quarter of a mile from the 
church, and we fourd it to be incon- 
veniently near, and inconveniently far. 
An opporiunity presenting itself, we 
sold it last Spring, and with the pro- 

| ceeds, commenced the erection of an- 
other. We purchased half an acre of 
ground adjoining the church-yard for 
the purpose. 

My family and I, occupied, during 
the Summer and Fall, the little barn, 
which'was newly built for us. It was 
inconvenient, of course. But we felt, 

that if our Master humbled Himself 
‘to be born in a stable, and was cradled 
ue a manger, it could be no disgrace 
i for His servants to live im one for a 
| while. 
| About two weeks ago we commenced 
| to occupy the new parsonage, and are 
| now comfortably domiciliated in it. It 
| is but a few steps from the church, 
and is every way better suited for the 
purpose, than the first one. It has 
| four large, and four small rooms, be- 
| sides a wood-room and pantry, and a 
| first-rate cellar. 

But our people, and many of our 
friends in the neighborhood, thinking 
we were too poor to commence keeping 
house on so large a scale as the par- 
sonage required, determined to give us 
“a lift.” Accordingly, on Thursday 
afternoon and evening last, they gath- 
ered in, to the number of more than 
three hundred, took possession of the 
parsonage, filled every room with people, 
and did pretty much as they pleased, 
till after midnight. They then began, 
to disperse, and in an hour or two, we! 
were left in full possession of the par-} 
sonage, enriched with provisions, and 
money amounting to $130. 


This charge is fully equipped, hav- 
ing a good church, and parsonage, with 
only a small debt, which they are able 


lish language. 
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to pay, and a pastor, whose family they 
are able and willing to support. 

From the end of the present year, I 
expect to do more in the way of help- 
ing the good cause in other portions of 
the Church. The Lord has given me 
complete success in making this charge 
a desirable one to serve. It is a little 
more than eight years since I found 
this an entirely undeveloped field. The 
majority of its members were brought 
up under other than Reformed influ- 
ences. But now they are Reformed, 
and I am happy to say, in the churchly 
sense. All poor at the start, they have 
successfully developed with the coun- 
try, which, in this region, was quite 
new. Where the primeval forests 
stood ten years ago, can now be seen 
beautiful fields of grain. And most of 
our people, who were then backwoods- 
men, living in log huts, and living 
principally from the proceeds of the 
timber from their forests, are now well- 
to-do farmers, dwelling in good com- 
fortable farm-houses, and having shel- 
ter for their cattle and horses. Then, 
oxen were the chief beasts of burden. 
But they have been replaced by fine 
horses. The only buggy to be seen at 
the school-houses in which we wor- 
shiped, was a rickety one owned by the 
missionary. His members came to 
cburch in “lumber wagons.” Now 
our shed and church-yard are filled 
with fine buggies. 

The pastor lived,as his people did; 
on asmall allowance. The good Lord 
was present with us in our minority. 
Now we have reached our majority, if 
not in years, at least in growth, we 
trast He will be with us still. The, 
Lord hath done great things for ts, 
whereof we are glad. To His name 
be all the praise ! 

I can not close this little effort at 
self-laudation, without expressing, in 
the name of myself and family, our 
hearty thanks to the kind friends, who 
have given us so tangible an evidence 
of their appreciation of our services. 
I would yet say to our Pennsylvania 
aud Ohio brethren, who may be dis- 
posed to emigrate, that they would do 
well to see our county and church be- 
fore settling elsewhere. 

Yours in the Cross, 
SaMveEL Z. Bram. 
Fulton, Kalamazov Co., Mich. 
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ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION 
AT TINICUM, BUCKS CO,, PA, 


On the 19th of November last, the 
licentiate, W. H. Bates, was ordained 
to the office of the holy ministry, and 
at the same time installed as pastor of 
the Tinicum charge, by a committee of 
Tohickon Classis, consisting ot Revs. 
D. Rothrock, F. J. Mohr, and R. L. 
Gerhart. At the request of the chair- 
man of the committee, who heretofore 
served all the congregations now con- 
stituting the above named charge, the 
Rev. F. J. Mohr preached in the Ger- 
man language, basing his remarks 
on 1 Thess. 5: 12,13, and Rey. R. 
L. Gerhart followed him in the Eng- 
The brethren were 
very earnest in their remarks, which 
were well received by a large and at- 
tentive audience. 

These solemn services were per- 


formed according to our “Order of 
Worship,” in which the entire commit- 
tee participated; and we have reason 
to believe, that they made a good im- 
pression upon these people, who had 
heretofore no opportunity to attend 
such services in their midst. 

Our young brother will find plenty 
of work in this charge. May the good 


Lord bless him and his people ! 
* Ok 
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A FAMILY RE-UNION, 


There was recently held in Lebanon, 
Pa., a very interesting family re-union. 
The head of the famil y is Jacob Roebuck, 
Esq. The children are eleven in num- 
ber, five sons and six daughters, all 
married. Three of the sons are physi- 
cians, and one of them, the eldest, Dr. 
P. J. Roebuck, of Litiz, Lancaster 
county, was recently elected to the 
State Senate. Two of the sons reside 
in Wayne county, Ohio, a daughter in. 
Pittsburgh, and the rest of the children 
in Lebanon and its vicinity. 

In the kind providence of God, this 
family remains entire—its citcle has 
never been broken by the hand of 
death. The venerable father of this 
favored household, heving been for 
several months severely afilicted, 
though again able to move about in his 
dwelling, conceived the thought of once 
more calling together his family before 
the declining sun of his earthly life 
has set. The day fixed for the re- 
union, was the 3d instant, and a beau- 
tifal, spring-like day it was. All the 
children were present, except the 
daughter residing in Pittsburgh. All 
regretted her inability to share the 
pleasures of the occasion. 

This re-union was intended, not only 
for social and family pleasure and en- 
joyment, but also for religious improve- 
ment; and to secure more fully this 
important end, the pastor of the family, 
Rev. Dr. F. W. Kremer, was invited 
to be present. We will not attempt to 
describe the meeting, as one after an- 
other arrived, and entered the room— 
we will only say, that it presented a 
rare exhibition of joyful emotions, 
manifesting themselves in tears of sin- 
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tolic benediction. 

The occasion being a peculiar one, 
and one which, in all probability, will 
never be repeated, it was felt to be of 
unusual interest and impressiveness. 
It was not strange, that tears of min- 
gled joy and sadness should flow freely 
on an occasion like this. May Hea- 
ven’s rich blessing continue to rest on 
the venerated parents, on the children, 
and friends, and may this joyful re- 
union prove a type and a promise of a 
still more blessed re-union in heaven! 


Rk: 
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A BIRTH-DAY SURPRISE. 


On Friday, Dee. 4th, was the birth- 
day of Rev. T. O Stem, pastor of 
Lower Saucon charge. Some of his 
members being aware of the fact, de- 
termined to give him a surprise dona- 
tion visit, and succeeded in enlisting in 
the undertaking, the members pretty 
generally, of the Lower Saucon and 
Hellertown congregation. 


The pastor, all uneonscious of any 
such move on the part of his members, 
allowed himself to be taken away from 
home. Whilst absent, they took pos- 
session of his abode, to the number of 
over one hundred persons. The ladies 
at once fell to work and prepared an 
excellent supper. At about four, P.M., 
the pastor reached his home. A mys- 
terious air of quiet seemed iv pervade 
the premises. Unwarned, save momen- 
tarily, at the door, by the shade being 
down, a usual thing, he entered, aud 
found the house literally full—ir the 
kitchen, in the parlor, in the entry, on 
the stairs, yea, even in the quiet of the 
study, were they found, old and young, 
married and single all mixing freely to- 


J gether. His surprise and feelings can 


be better imagined than described. He 
was then led to the head of the table, 
and seated by the side of his wife. The 
table presented a beautiful sight, laden 
as it was with a sumptuous repast. 
Well may the ladies participating feel 
proud thereof, as it proves them adepts 
in the culinary art. 

A blessing was asked by the Rev. C. 


cere affection. After spending a brief} J. Cooper of South Bethlehem. And 
period in pleasant and cordial inter- t now came the performance of a part of 


course, the family and friends partook 
of a bountiful ovation, the venerable 
father occupying his place at the table. 
In a few hours after the repast, a short 
and appropriate service was conducted 
by the pastor. He selected as the 
basis of his remarks, the 17th and 
18th verses of the 103d Psalm. The 
goodness of God towards the family, 
His guardian care over them, the pres- 
ervation in life of parents and children, 
and especially the richer spiritual 
benefits in which they were allowed to 
share, were earnestly brought before 
their minds. They were besides ex- 
horted and encouraged to growing 
fidelity to Christ, that they may meet 
at last as here—an unbroken family, 
in heaven. The father, being too fee- 
ble to speak in tones loud enough to be 
heard over the room, requested the 
pastor to address as from him, words of 
tender admonition and encouragement, 
to his assembled children. This done, 
all united in solemn prayer. The ser- 
vica was closed by singing from ,a 


the programme of which Mrs. Stem 
had been kept in ignorance. When 
she raised her plate, she found there- 
under a roll of greenbacks, at which 
discovery she manifested considerable 
confusion. All enjoyed her confusion 
very much, as she had been very ac- 
tive and keen in aiding the others in 
surprising her husband, little dreaming 
that there was a surprise in store for 
her. s 

Supper over, the pastor made, or 
tried to make a speech, in which for 
himself and wife, he tendered their sin- 
cere thanks to their many friends for 
the regard thus manifested, and said, 
that by the grace of God in Jesus 
Christ, he would endeavor to show his 
appreciation of their kindness, by la- 
boring zealously for their spiritual good 
in the future, even as he had in the 
past. At his request, all joined in the 
repetition of the Creed, the Lord’s 
Prayer, and singing of the doxology: 
“ Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow.” 


joyable one, notonly for Rev. Mr. Stem 
and his better-half, but to all paesent. 
Sociability and good-will reigned su- 
preme. 

Between 7 and 8 o’clock, P. M., the 
large company dispersed, well-pleased 
with what they had done. They left 
the parson and his wife in the posses- 
sion of $63.00 in money, and presents 
in the shape of oats, flour, sausages, 
ham, potatoes, apples, corn, ete., to the 
value of $72.00, making a total of 
$135 00. 

Rev. Mr. Stem will long remember 
the thirty-third anniversary of his birth- 


day. SIGMA. 
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THE GOSPEL LESSONS. 


The following Circular was intended: 
to accompany the first issue of the 
Gospel Lessons. When needed, it could 
not be found, and another, somewhat 
similar, was prepared to take its place. 
After the form of our paper was made 
up, we found it here, and as it will do 
no harm, we have concluded to let it 
remain. [Ep. of MEss.] 


The Reformed Church Publication 
Board herewith sends out the first 
monthly sheet of the series of Lesson 
Papers for the use of Sunday-schools, 
under the special instructions of Synod. 
The Comments on the Lessons for the 
use of Teachers will be published along 
with the Lessons, in the Sunday-school 
department of the “ Guardian.” 

The publishers believe, they are 
furnishing a series of Lessons of a 
most excellent character, and at. the 
same time, such as are specially adapted 
to the spirit and wants of the Reformed 
Chureh ; and in doing this, are render- 
ing a useful, as well as a most accep- 
table service. You will please examine 
carefully this "first issue of the series, 
and if you approve of them, interest 
yourself in introducing them into the 
Sunday-schools, over which you may 
have influence. . 

The price is 75 cents per hundred 
copies per month, or $9 per hundred 
copies for the year. 

The “Guardian,” an interesting month- 
ly of thirty-two double-columned pages, 
will be furnished on the following 
terms: 


1 copy per year, $1.50. 
5 copies to one address, 7.00. 
Oe 4 ff ff 13.00. 
200i “ 25.00. 
30. e i 36.00. 


The above rates are cash in advance. 
AbDpDRESsSs, Reformed Church Publi- 
cation Board, 907 Arch Street, Phila- 
delphia. 
ee ee eee 
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A CORRECTION, 


ae, 


In last week’s ‘“‘ Reformed Church 
Messenger,” in a notice of the death of 
the Rev. John S. Ebaugh, the writer of 
that article says: ‘About this time, 
(1839) the deceased collected together 
a History of all denominations of Ohris- 
The facts in the case are sim- 


tians,”’ 


13 — 
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tant Episcopal Church, written by the 
Rev. R. C. Shimeall, Rector of St.>: 
Jude’s: Episcopal ‘church, New York. / 
This History was published 1844 (not ' 
1850), by J.T. Humphreys; Philadel+«- 
phia, aud Clyde & Williams, Harris: 
burg. iyolooX 
I, D. Rupp, 
West Philadelphia.» 
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Hickory Bottom Charge; Pa.—The , 
Licentiate Henry F. Seiple was or-, 
dained to the holy ministry and im-.. 
stalled pastor of this charge, near. 
Woodberry, Bedford county, Pa, on the 
10th instant, by a committee of the... 
Mercersburg Classis. An appropriate, 
sermon was preached by the Rev. A. 
G. Dole, at the close. of which the or- 
dinxtion and installation ‘services were 
conducted by the Rev. A. C. Whitmer, 
and Rev. A.C. Geary, The Western 
Liturgy was used. Though the weather 
was lovely, yet the audience was small 
May God richly bless the labor of His |. 
servant, who now, in the strength and, 
zeal. of his young muanhood,, enters: his: » 
first pastorate ! AC Wies 2: 

Baltimore, Md.—A unanimous call’ 
has been extended by the First Re-” 
formed. church, Baltimore, .Md.,; to 
Rev. Joel T. Rossiter, of Shepherds-,: ) 
town, W. Va. prakar OLY 

Lancaster, Pa—Rev. Prof. gee 8, 
Stabr has been appointed. supply for 
the St. John’s Reformed church, (Ger- + 
man) Lancaster, Pa., to commenceon’ | 
the second Sunday iu January. ee 

Saegertown, Pa.—Ata late, commu,,... 
nion in this charge, of which the Revy«: 
J. H. Apple is pastor, eleven, persons 
were added to the church, ten by.con- 
firmation, and one from the Roman _ 
Catholic Church. oe ety aera 

Brady’s' Bend, Pa.—Rev. Ge Ait 
Limberg has accepted a call drom this *» 
charge. He supplied the Butlercharge | 
for a short time past.. To this he added‘ ~ 
twenty-seven persons, twenty-four by. 
confirmation and three by.. renewed |. 
profession. 4.90) At Yobio ne 

Greensburg, Pa.—The venerable Rev.’ 
Dr. N. P. Hacke continues to serve’ 
several congregations in Greensburg... 
and vicinity. Though he has labored /) 
in the same charge for fifty-five succes- 


sive years, yot his activity and success" * 


in his work have not abated. , Within. . 
the last nine months, he added seventy- vA 
six members to his churches, ‘seventy=: 
two by confirmation and four on certifi’ 
cate. Assuredly he is still bringing ‘| 
forth fruit in old age, perky 
|New Albany, Indiana.—Rev. F. We 
Rodenberg has accepted a call’ from 
this charge. . | (158 Da 


lore 
NOTICES? ot oo ditt 

The“ Philadelphia Ministerial Union” 

will hold their next annual meeting in 
the Second Reformed Church, Seventh 
Street above Brown, on Monday; the | 
28th instant, at 10% A. M: ‘Subject | 
of Discussion, ,“ Sabbath, Funerals 
This union is composed of the.“ Evan-.. 


ply these. In 1844, I. D. Rupp col-| gelical” ministers. of Philadelphia and 
lected together An Original History of | vicinity. . 


Religious Denominations, ete., to which 


The committee ‘upon “The expedi- 


collection Rev. John 8. Ebaugh con- ency of a Yearly Congress,” for es 


tributed an article on Millenarianism ; 
and procured an article on the Protes- ing to evang 


discussion of important topics pertain- 
elical religion, havean’«. 


A. CutvEr, Secretary. 
{> 


A COOK WANTED. 

The Orphans’ Home, at Womels- 
dorf, Pa., is in want of a cook. A 
faithful and efficient person, besides 
getting good wages, can be of great 

- service to this institution, and to the 
Church in this position. We ask its 
many friends to assist us in finding 
such a one. Address, | 

Rev. D. B. Atprieut, 
Womelsdorf, Berks Co., Pa. 


+ @ + —_____ 


THE GERMAN EASTERN SYNOD, 


The German Eastern Synod will be 


organized, according to the action in’ 


the Synod of the Reformed Church of 
the United States, on Tuesday, Janu- 
ary 12th, 1875, at 7% o’clock, P. M., 
in the Reformed Salem’s Church, Fair- 
mount Avenue and Fourth St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. All German ministers, 
and those whose charges are predomi- 
nantly German, and representatives of 
German congregations in the old mother 
Synod, the Pittsburg and Potomac 
Synod, are invited to attend the organi- 
zation of the German Synod in the 
East, in order to consult together with 
regard to the interests of the German 
portion of our Reformed Church East, 


and to bring about a closer bond of 


union among the scattered German 
congregations. ‘To this end the follow- 
ing : 


Railroad Arrangements for Synod 
have been effected: 

1. The Pennsylvania Railroad will 
issue excursion tickets upon an order 
from Rey. J. Dahlman, from any sta- 
tion on their main road and branches 
at the rate of two cents per mile. 
ey ois to Philadelphia and return, 

15. 

2. The Philadelphia and Erie Rail- 
road and the Northern Central Rail- 
way will issue excursion tickets upon 
an order in the same manner/and at 
the same rate as the Pennsylvania 
Railroad. 

3. The same arrangements as above 
has been made with the Philadelphia, 
Wilmingion and Baltimore Railroad. 

Those passing over the above named 
roads will please apply at once, with 
stamped envelop enclosed for return 
letter, to Rev. Jaeob Dahlman, 413 
North 38th Street, Philadelphia, Pa., 
for an order for an excursion ticket, 
naming the station at which they pur- 
pose getting onthe cars. Excursion 
tickets can be purchased from the 9th 
to the 15th of January, good until the 
20th inclusive. 

The Philadelphia and Reading Rail- 
road and its branches will sell excur- 
sion tickets at all their principal sta- 
tions at two cents a mile, from January 
11th to the 13th, good until the 19th 
inclusive. 

Ladies are also entitled to the above 
privileges. 

All who purpose attending the meet- 
ing of Synod are kindly requested to 
inform Rey. J. G. Wiehle, D. D., 403 
Fairmount Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa., 
by the 8th of January, 1875, and thus 
enable him to make all necessary 
arrangements in due time. 


0 


ALMANACS FOR 1875. 


ae 


The Almanacs, both English and 
German editions, will be sold at the fol- 


lowing prices ; 


1 doz. copies, $ 70. 
50 copies, 2 75. 
Ah aie he 5 25. 
ie pala T 25. 


When sent by mail, eight eonts per 
dogen are to be added for postage. The 
charges for freight are to be puid by 
those, to whom they are sent by ex- 
press. A single copy sent by mail, 
on the receipt of ten cents. 

Address Rerormep Cuurcu Pus- 
LIGATION Boarp, 907 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia. 
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SER US URE aT 


Summary. 
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Among the number of theological 
graduates recently ordained by Arch- 
bishop Bayley, of Baltimore, were 
Rev. Alfred Curtis, formerly pastor 
of Mount Calvary P. E. Church, 
Baltimore, and Rev. F. Fowler, late 
member of the Society of Friends. 


To avoid mortifying her lover’s 
family, who are very poor, a Montreal 
heiress was married the other day in 
a plain Swiss muslin, costing twenty 
dollars. But she had a splendid 
trosseau for use after the marriage. 


Mr. Richard. Rogers, of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, resid- 
ing in Phoenixville, Pa., is now 95 
years of age, and is still active and 


vigorous. He has been a minister of |», 


the gospel for more than half a cen- 
tury. 


Porter township, Schuylkill county, 
not over halfa dozen years ago, had 
only two log school houses, now it 
has six brick and two frame, well 
furnished in every particular. 


The Reading “ Eagle” says work 


at the cotton mill in that city is. 


plentiful and pressing. Two hun- 
dred and fifty-four hands are em- 
ployed eleven hours per day. The 
mill is now turning out 28-inch 
prints. 


The Bethlehem Iron ‘Company’s 
machine shops are running double 
time. The Lehigh Shovel Works 
will also run full time through the 
winter. 


Matthew Jones, a colored barber 
of Pittsburg, leaves to his heirs 
$300,000. 


Acknowledgments. 


ORPHANS’ HOME, WOMELSDORF, PA. 
Received from Mrs R V RB Fry, 


Reading, Pa, $5 00 

Christ Reformed Sunday- 

school, Reading, Pa, Rev J 

Fuendeling, 8 00 

Rev Joseph § Dabbs,°D D, & 

wife, Allentown, Pa, 10 00 

Rev Mrs Henry Wagner, 

Lebanon, Pa, 2 00 
$25 00 


D. B. ALBRIaHT, Supt. 


BENEFIOIARY EDUCATION. 
Received from New Providence 


charge, 25 00 
Second Church, Harrisburg, 10 00 
Elizabeth charge, 10 00 
New Holland caarge, 41 85 
Benjamin Eckman, 5 00 
Jacob Zentzer, 5 00 
Infant Sunday-school First 
Reformed Church, Lancaster, 15 00 
$111 85 


. A. H. KREMER, 
Treasurer of Lancaster Classis. 


BENEFICIARY EDUCATION, 


Received per Rev N Gehr, from 
the Juvenile Mission Society, 
of Zion’s church, Phila, for 
student A B, $15 00 


8. R. FisueEr, Treasurer, 


AOKNOWLEDGMENT. 


MERCERSBURG CLASSIS, 
BENEFICIARY EDUCATION. 


Altoona Sunday-school, alms, 
Trinity Church of Friend’s Cove, 
communion alms, 
Alexandria congregation, alms, 
Shirleysburg Mission, communion 


$10 00 


10 00 
33 60 


alms, 4 38 
Bedford congregation, alms, 40 00 
Mt Alto, do communion alms, 8 31 
Fayetteville, do do 3 00 
Greencastle, do — alms, 45 00 
Altoona, do communion alms, 19 00 
Loudon, do do 8 00 
Fannettsburg, cong do 3 00 


Brick Church of Friend’s Cove, 
communion alms, 

Zion’s Church of Chambersburg, 
alms, 5 : 50 00 

Sinking Valley congregation, alms, 17 30 

Brick Church of Friena’s Cove do 13 05 

Mercersburg charge, alms, 25 00 


15 70 


. $305 29 
SUSTENTATION, OR HOME MISSIONS. 


Pleasant Hill congregation, Bed- 
ford charge, communion alms, $10 00 
St Luke’s congregation, Weodcock 
Valley charge, com alms, 
Little Valley, do do, 
Pattonville, cong, Yellow Creek 
charge, communion alms, 


Won M DeEaTRICK, 
Treasurer. 
Charlesville, Pa., Dec. 14th, 1874. 


PUBLICATION BOARD. 


ceived from Rev J Haasler, col- 
lected in Loudon congregs- 
tion, for use of Board, 
Rev J D Zehring, collected 
in Dubb’s church, Emanuel’s 
charge, 
Rsv TO Stem, collected in 
charge as followa: Lower 
Saucon, $21.04, Williams 
Townsaip, $4 55, and Christ’s 
church, Hellertown, $4.52 
Rev JG Noss, contributed 
by Sunday-school, ef St 
John’s Reformed Church, 
West Philadelphia, 4 00 
Rey Wm Rupp, Thanks- 
giving collection in Berlin, 


Pa, corgregation, 5 58 


$55 10 
SAMUEL R. FISHER, 
Treasurer. 


Home MuIssIoNns. 


Recsived from De John Beck, 
for missions within bounds 
of East Penna Classis, 
per D B Mauger, Treasurer, 
eic, from Rev S M K Huber’s 


$200 00 


charga, 60 00 
Rev L D Lsberman, per 
John B Holloway, Treasurer 
of Amity cong-egation, 35 00 
per Geo Hill, Treasurer, e'c, 
28 follows: 
Overton charga, Rev Sshlap- 
pig, 6 00 
Bicomsburg charge, Rev Heff- 
meier, 11 00 
Sunbury charge, Rey Ger- 
hard, 12 00 
Sunbury Sunday-schoel, 5 14 
Paradise charge, Rey Esch- 
bach, 50 00 
Catawissa charge, Rev D>- 
chant, 40 00 
From Red. Hill congregation, 
Tinicum charge, Rey W H 
Bates, pastor, 2°20 
Received per Rev S R Fisher, 
from Rav J G Nuss, contri- 
« buted by Sanday-school of 
S: John’s Reformed church, 4 00 
$425 84 


W. H. Szrment, Treas, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


KESTENGER ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, 
December 23, 1874.) 
LETTERS RECEIVED. 


A R Hammill, Rev G H Johnston, Rev 
W Goodrich, Rev J Bachman, Rev & N 
Kremer, D Bogan, J B Heisey, Rov.G W 
Williard, D D, J Z Gerhard, M D, Larch 
Rice & Co. E J Zahm, Rev B Weiss, Rev 
W B Sandoes, S M Monroe, Lee & Walker, 
H Thatcher, N W Ayer & Son, Rey D P 
Lefevre, Rev H D Derbaker, J H Wood- 


side, OG A Hulborst, Rev 8S Shaw, Rev 


W H.Bates (1 sub), J H Hamm, Chris- 
tian World, Rev D Y Heisler, T M Hu- 
ber‘ MJ Riegel, G S Snyder, Rev E H 
Otting, Rev I J Bacher, W G Hillegass, 
Rev J Blaetgen, A Hoke, Rev J ASmith, 
(1 sub), J T Hamilton, Miss 8 M Monroe, 
J HLichliter, Rev W K Zieber. D D, 
Rev N Z &nyder, M L Leitzel, DS Keller, 
Rev O L Asnenfelter, Rev J Kretzing, L 
Fluck (1 sub), 8 D Piper, J D Gerhard, J 
B Carothera, F E Bach,M P Zachariae, 
Mr H Swavely, R Amerman, Rev 8 Z 
Beam, J B Kreider, Rey A C Whitmer, G 
De Huff, Rev A Spangler, Mrs S P_Wag- 
ner, LL Noeyhart, W R Yeich J Heyser 
Rev W A Gring (2), L B Balliet, Rev D 
W Kelly, Christian World, A Schucking, 
Moss & Co, D Miller, Rev D Rothtrock, J 
B Brown, I Kaup, Rev I E Graeff (2sub), 
Rev J H Derr (1 sub), Rev J C Hansell, 
Miss C Wands, P G Troxel (exect), 8 
Schley, Rev W A Haas, Rev C U Heil- 
man, Rev A Spangles, Rev H Mosser (1 
sub), J Zollinger, Rev J W Santee, Rev J 
Hassler, Rev W M Deatrick, W N Brown 
Rev D W Wolff, Rev J Fritzinger, Rev 
T ¥ Hoffmeier, A B Wingerd, R B Pool, 
J M Hoover, @'W Roth, G A Wagner, 
Rev E H Ottivg (1 sub),S W Wire, Rev 
CS Gerhard, T ZR Zeller, Rav T F Hefi- 
meier, J Rossenberger, Rey H Williard, ° 
Rev H Hilbush, Rev J R Skinner, Rev A 
R Kremer, S Kieckner, Rev D G Klein, 
A J Whitmore, M Henzel, Rev 8 Mease, 
Rev J Dotterer, A B Wingerd, Rev A G 
Dole, J Rader, 8 Evert, J Hefflefinger, I 
Gosser, J H Fiery (8sub), Rev IG Brown 
Rev L H Kefauver, Rev J D Zebring, 
tev ‘I O Stem, D Hess, Rey W H Gron, 
C Heiler, Rev O E Lake, Rev J O John- 
Son, H UC Boyd, T J Stahler, G Z Kunkie, 
Rev W RH Deatrich, P Emich, Rev W 
W Clouser, Rev J H Pennepacker, Rev G 
L Staley, Key J Vegi, WH Lakia (right) 
Rev W M Deatrick, J L Tobias, M 
M Nicks, A Dettra, Rev Ss John Rinker, 
Rev W Kupp, Rev J Hassler, DP Martz, 
Rev L K $Derr, G HA Richards, ES 
Haaf, Rey D W Gerhard, EB Kramm, J 
W Hoobaugh, D Miller, C Dieffenbacher, 
LM Diehl, J CSpielman, P B Kunkel, 
W F Bracefield, C Gayman, W Heyjse-, 
Rey J P Stein, W N Brown, E Snavely, 
Rev W H H Sasyder, D Jamison, J 
Transue, Rev J Heffley. 


- PHILADELPHIA MARKSTS. 
CORRHOTED WEEELY. 
(Saturday Dec. 19, 1874.} 
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FLOUR. , 
Wheat Flour, Superfine..... $3.754(@ 4.00 
” SUR cecsetsss »  d.80(8 6.25 
§ Fancy: s<..5..3. 6.50(@7.50 
BVO OUT 9: aurcssncniaseteeanten 5.25(@5.50 
CIO NLOG) s.0cavcsecapepacesencses 4.30(@4.40 
GRAIN, 
Wheat White........ scores 1.80(@1.35 
cS. RG AT VO, OAE 1.20@1.24 
EG Y.0 «alan sspevinatcar ce eea coeds oats 97(@1.00 
(RAEN ise i onic etun ade nasihe ds a 80(@84 
QAtS......0scereaccvcceesreccoeccsess 66(@68 
Barley iis eat eG 1.30@1.45 
SuuDs. 
Olovenins. ..&iiviscd. ate (100lbs) 8.009.873 
Dim Othy ....escereecseasssceransce 2.60(@2.65 
BBRX 4) ccusteveutch sae tenigilieatteek 2.07(@2.10 
PUSSCOE Nes eescedees Bo bor oh 3.75(@4.00 
PROVISIONS, 
Beef, Mess... . coc. esccccoscceneses 16.00@17.00 
Pork, Mes .si..scccacsssceccesses 21.00@21.E0 
TRAM rics covokescas edsns s¢uahdensese 1314 
Butter, store packed........000. 25(228 
Dod. Rol ctaet A eee 32(@83 
Dos Goshen t..A.20bseckbs 35(@40 
Lo ee. paaap sha shaes 133(@14 
Cheese... ...ccrceee Ay esthdorngasaes 16(@ 194 
ERE CHA GE, ARR ae 31(Q33 
GROCERIES. 
OoFFEE. 
EN Owindusbvanehh nicpsamabuss (gold -16(@20 
RY Scns tprecinatiunial »-..(gold = 26(a)28 
LA QuayTa...... ssccsesseeee( Old) 183@19} 
SUGAR 
CUba...eceereeeees event. bicceees 8ivass 
Porto Ricd.sceccrssscseerccoees * 83@9 
DIOMRATO RBS 6 deni nadie em 9E@LOZ 


—_—_—_—_—-——__—@ -1» - 
‘ Sin as very much the offspring of physical 
ill-health, ,and feeble stomachs. During one- 
third of our time the processes of digestion must 
go on in our bodies, and if the stomach and 
bowels are not well, nothing is well. To be dys- 
peptic is to be miserable; mereover, dyspepsia is 
the foundation of fevers and diseases of the 
blood, liver, skin, and kidneys, Dyspepsia in- 
variably yields to the virtues of the vegetable 
ingredients contained in that great purifier of 
the blood and restorer of health, Dr. WALKER’s 

j CALIFORNIA VineG@aRr Birvers. 


Walker’ s Californi Ne) “Vine 
a Bitters are a ptrel ly V&getable 
werarstiole made chiefly from the native 
herbs found on the lower ranges of the Sier- 
ra Nevada mountains of California®the 
,edicinal properties of which are extract- 


EF 


e oat therefrom without the use of Alcohol. 
Lhe question is almost daily asked, ‘““What 
s the cause of the unparalleled success of 
v INEGAR Brrrzgs?” ‘Our answer is, that 
they remove the cause of disease, and the 
patient recovers his health. They: are the 
great blood purifier and a life-giving prin- 
ci iple, a per fect Renovator and “Invigorator 
oi.the system. Never beforein the hist ory 
of the world has a medicine been com- 
pounded possessing the remarkable qual- 
i ties of Vinrear Brrrrrs in healing the sick 
of every disease man is heir to. They are a 
gentle Purgative as well as a Tonic, reliey- 
ing Congestion or Inflammation of the 
Liver and Visceral Organs, in Bilious Dis- 
cases. 3 
No Person can take these Bitters 
aceording to directions, and remain long 
imwell, provided their bones are not de- 
tvoyed by mineral poison or other means, 
a aa vital organs wasted beyond repair. 
Gratefal Thousands proclaim Vixs- 
GAR Brrrers the mest wonderful Invigor- 
ant that ever sustained the sinking system. 
Dyspepsia or Indig gestion, “Head - 
e,Pain 3 in the Shoulders, Coughs, Tight- 
ess of the Chest, Dizziness, Sour Bructa- 
ions of the Stomach, Bad Taste in the 
Mouth, Bilious At stacks, Palpitation of the 
Heart, Infiammation of the Lungs, Pain 
in the region of the Kidneys, and a hun- 
dred other painful symptoms, are the off- 
springs of Dyspepsia. One bottle will 
} ea better guarantee of its merits than 
2 lengthy advertisement. 
Scrofula, or King’s Evil, White 
volliz Ulcers, Erysipelas,' "Swelled 
re, Serofulous Inflammations, 
in ent Ini smmations, Mercurial Affec- 
tions, Old Sores, Eruptions of the Skin, 
Sore Byes, etc., etc. In these, as in all 
cther constitutional Diseases, Watxun’s 
Yixecar Brrrrrs have shown their great 
carative powers in the most obstinate and 
ac zaccable cases. 
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‘or Inflammatory and Chronic 
Rhedwiatls 3m, Gout, Litions, 2 Remittent 
and Intermittent Fevers, Diseases of the 
Bloo od, Liver, Kidneys, and Bladder, these 
Bitters have no equal. Such Diseases are 
aused by Vitiated Bloox d. 
kor Ski if Diseases, Eruptions, Tetter, 
salt Rheum, i oceoe Spots, Piaeitay 
Boils, Carbuncles, Ringworms, 
Seal d flead, Sore. Eyes, Exysipelas, Itch, 

scuris, Discolo rations of the Skin, Rumors 
and Diseases of | the Skin of whatever name 
or nature, are literally dug up and carried 
out of the system ina short ise by the 
Uge of these Bitters, 

Pin, Tape, and other Wor m &, lurk- 
ingin the sy ‘stem of so many thousands, are 
effectually desti ‘oyed and “removed. No 
ppt of medicine, no vermifuges, no 
anthelminitics, will free the system from 
worms like these Bitters. 

Vor Female Complaints, in young 
er old, married or single, at the dawn of 
womanhood or the turn of life, these Tonic 
Briere display so decided an influence 
that impyovement is soon. perceptible. 


ie) i. Hie TicDON ALD & COs 
Druggists and General Agents, San Francisco, Califor- 
un, aud cor, Washington ‘and Charlton fts., New York, 


Sold by ali Druggiste and Denlers. 
April 29, 74, ly. 


$2900 A XEAR 
COMBINATION PROSPECTUS 


Agents say this Is the 


istules, 


> pal cA 


Represents SO different books. 


BEST THING EVUR TRIED. 


The Books sell themselves in every family, and good 
men can make a bmsimens for Life in one ovunty. 
Also Agents wanted ou on mpgniseent,. Fee: 
tiens of Faxmaily Bibles. Superior to a ' 
Full pailalate “free, JOUN fi. POTTER & . CO. 
Publishers, Philade)phia, 

Nov. 18, '74.—13t. A. 


REFORMED CH URCH MESSENGER. 


g 
FITS! FITS! FITS! 


CURE OF RPILEPSY: OR, FALLING 
FITS, BY BANCE’S RPILUEPTIO 
PILLsA. 

Persons labering under thin distressimg malady, witl 
find Hance's Epileptic Pills to bo the only remody ever 
discovered for curing Epilepsy, or falling Fits. 

Teo following certificates should be read by all the 
afflicted ; they are in every respect true, andshowld thoy 
be read by any one who js notafflictod himself, if he has 
a friend who is a sufferer, be will doa humane act by 
cutting this out and sending it te him: 


A MOST REMARKABLE CURE. 
PHILADELPRIA, June 28th, 1867. 

Te Sera Hanoz, BaLTimornz, Md.—Dear Sir; Seoing 
quer advertisement, I was induced to try your Epileptic 
Pills. I was attacked with Epilepsy in July, 1568. 
Immediately my family physician was summoned, but 
he could give me no relief from the medieinss he pre- 
scribed. thon eensulted another physician, but I 
seomed to grow werse. I then tried the treatment of 
another, but without any good effect. I aguin returned 
te my family physician; was cupped and bled at soveral 
Gifferent times. I was generally attacked without any 
premonitery symptoms. I had from two to five fits a 
day, at intervals of two weeks. I was eften attacked im 
my sleep, and would fall wherever I would be or wkat- 
ever be occupied with and I wag severely injured seve 
ral times from the falls. I was affected so much that I 
lest all confidence in myself. I alxo was affected in my 
business, and I consider that yeur Bpileptic Pills cured 
me. In February, 1865, 1 commenced to uso your Pills. 
I enly had two attacks afterward. Tho last one was on 
the 5th ef meat 1865, and they were of a less serious 
character. ith the’ blessing of Providence yeur medi- 
eins was made the instrument by which I was cured of 
that distressing affliction. I think that tho Pills and 
their good effacts should be made known everywhere, 
that persons similarly affected may have the benefit of 
them. Any persen wishing further information can ob- 
tain it by onlling at my residence, No. 8386 N. Third 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


WILLIAM JitpeR. 


IS THERE A CURE FOR EPILEPSY? 
The Subjoined will Aoswer. 

GRENADA, Miss. June 30th.—Soth 8. Hanca—Dear 
Sir—You will find enclosed five dollars, which I send 
yeu for two boxes of your Epileptic Pills. 

I was the first person whe tried your Pills in this part 
of the country. My son was badly afflicted with fits for 
two years. I wrote and received two boxes of your Pills, 
which he took agreeably to your directions. He has 
never had a fit since. 

It was through my persuasion that Mr. Lyon tried 
your Pills. His case was a very bad one; he had fits 
nearly all his life, or at least a good many years. Per- 
sons have written tome from Alabamaand Tennessoe 
on the subject, for the purpose of ascertaining my opin- 
ios in regard to your Pills. I have always recommended 
them, and in no instance where I have had a chanee of 
heariug from their effect have theo failed to cure. 

Yours, etc. C. BH. Guy, 
Grenada, Yalabusha, Miss, 


_ ANOTHER REMARKABLE 
OF EPILEPSY; OK FALLING 
FITS 
BY HANOE’S EPILEPTIC PILLS 
MONTGOMERY, T2xas, June 20th, 1867. 

To Seta 8. Hance :—A person in my employ had been 
afflicted with Fits, or Epilepsy, for thirteen years; he 
had these attacks at intervals frem two to four wooka, 
and oftentimes several in quick succersion, sometimes 
continuing for two or three days. Oa several occasions 
they continued until his mind appeared totally deranged 
in which condition he weuld continue for a day or twe 
after the fits had eeased. I tried several remediss pre- 
scribed by our resident physicians, but without any 
success. Having soem your advertisement im the Phila- 
delphia Courier, [ ceucluded I would try your remedy 
I obtained two boxes of your Pills, and gave them accor. 
ding te directions, and they effected & permanent cure. 
The person is new a stout, healty may, and is about 
thirty years of age and has not had a Bt since he cem- 
monced taking your medicine, which was ten years 
since. He was my principal wagoner, and has, since that 
time, beon exposed to tha asverest of weather. I have 
gteat confidence in your remedy, and weuld like every 
one Who has fits to give it o trial. 

B, L. DeFrexsy, 


STILE ANOTHER CURE. 
Read the following testimonial from a respectable citizen 
of Grenada, Mississippi: 

Serra 8. Hance, BatTimors, Mp.—Dear Sir: I take 
great pleasure in relating a case of spasms, or fits, cured 
by your invaluable Pills, My brother, J, J. Ligon, haa 
long been afflicted with tyis awful disease. He was first 
attacked while quite young. He would havo one or two 
spasms at one attack at first, but as he grew older they 
seemed to increase likewise. Op to the time he com- 
menced taking your Pills he had them very often and 
quite severe, prostrating him, body and mind. His mind 
had suffered seriously, but now, [am happy to say, he 
is cured of those fits. He has esjeyed fina health for 
the Jast five months past. His mind has also returned 
te ita original brightuess. All this I take groat plea- 
sure in communicating, aa it may be the means of 
directing others to the remedy that will cure them, 

Yours, respectfully, etc., W. P. Liaox, 

GRENADA, Mississippi. 


CURE 


Sent to any part of the country, by mail, free of pest- 
age, en receipt of a remittance. Address SHTM 8. 
HANCH, 108 Baltimore Street, Baltimore, Md. Price, 
one box, $3; two, $5; twelve, $27. 

vf ag Please mention that you saw this advertisement 
in THE REYORMED CaURGH MESSENODR, 

June 24, 74-lyr. A. 


For E nerybody 


u Sewing Machines} 
| LEASED ON WORK CONTRACT, AT 
Q 914 wee street, 


Nov. 18, 74, ly. A. 


a  aemnene 


1b 


THE CHILD'S TREASURY IVINS | & DIETZ 


This popular Sunday-school ‘paper is} published 
Monthly and Semi-monthly, under the direction of the 
Board of Publication of the Reformed Church in the 
United States. The fullowing are the terms ; 


MONTHLY, 
10 copies for one year to one address, $2 60 
2S “e “ , “ ae 4 mT) 
50 a % 60 
i¢0 “ Med 15 00 
SEMI-MONTHLY. 
10 copies for ene year to one address, $3 50 
25 ee ae oe ce & 00 
50 “of “ae “e se 1S 6O 
100 “ fs fs “4 2S 00 


Single copies 4@ cents for the monthly and '7&5 cents 
for the semi-monthly in advance. When sent by mail, 
postage atthe rate of 12 cents per year for every ten 
copies of the monthly, and 24 cents for every ten copies 
of the semi-monthly, must be added for the, prepay- 
The above rates are cash in advance. 

Address, 


Reformed Church Publication Board, 


907 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPVIA, 


CANCER CAN BE CURED. 


This dreadful disease oradicated root and fibre from 
the system by the wonderful discoveries applied at the 


PENNA. CANCER INSTITUTE, 


3208 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 

Onr remedies, with full directiong, can be sent toany 
part of the world. We have ample accommodations at 
the Institute for those who desire to come to the city 
and remain while under treatment. Skin Diseases, 
such ag Tetter, Erysipoles, Pruritus, Itch, Ulcers, 
Freckles, Liver . Spots, etc., etc., thoroughly cured by 
our system after everything else fails. 

Consultation free, daily, from 9 A. m. to 8 P. M., at the 
handsome and commodious Parlors of Penna, Cancer 
Institute, 3208 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

All communications by letter promptly attended to. 

A. 


Noy. 11, 1874—13t 
A large, eight-page, 


TAR WEEKLY SUN. independent, honest 


and fearless newspaper, of 56 broad columns. Weaim 
to make the Weekly Sun the best family newspaper 
inthe world. Try it. $1.20 per year, postage paid. 
Address ‘Tux Sun, New York City. 
Dec. 2, 1874. 


FAMILY ASSISTANT, 


OR 
Beck of Prayors for the Use of Families, 
To which were added 


PRAYERS FOR SPEOIAL OCCASIONS 


BY SANDEL R. FISHER, B®. D. 
iZmo, Cloth. Pp, 30%. Price $1.25. 


This work contains prayers for the family, morning 
and evening, for four weeks. To these are added 
rayers for special eccasions, such as Communion 
Subday Baptism of a Child, Public Thanksgiving, 
way of Humiliation, Christmas, Last Day of the Year, 
New Year, Goed Friday, Easter, Ascension, Whitsun- 
day Dangerous Sickness (both j in eases of Adults and 
Children). Thanksgiving for Recovery from Sickness 
Day ef a Funeral, Eeclesiastical hectinge’ Social 
Meetings (two setts), Cencert for Missions, Sunday- 
schoel Concert, Sumday-schools, Week- day schools, 
Catechumens, Confirmation, Miscellaneous Potitiong; 
Prayers at Table, and Prayers for Children. 

The special aim of the author has been simplicity and. 
directness of language, with a due regard to the preser- 
vation of the true clemeat of prayer. A valuable book 
for all Christians, and especially for all heads of fami- 


THE REWARD 
FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


A eollection of new Hymns and Musie especially 
adapted to the use of SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, and the Home 
Circe, also for Cnurca FEsrivats, SuNpAY-seHooL 
ANNIVERSARIES, CONCERTS, etc., prefaced with a com- 
plete course of elementary instruction in vocal music by 


J. i. KURZENENABE. 


Tue Rewarp received favorable mention at the 
recent Synop, and has been introduced into a number 
of Sunday- schools of the Reformed Church with 
very satisfactory results. 

Price, $3.60 per dozen. 


cents. 
LEE & WALKER, 


922 Chestnut Bt., Philada 
r3t—M. 


ment of postage. 


13t—A. 


Sample copies, by mail, 35 


Dec, 3, 1874. 


ss PENNSYLVANIA 


STAINED GUESS WORKS, 


AICKIN & ISAAO, 
2787, 8739 and 3741 FILBERT &., 


PHILADELPHYTA. 


Ohurches, Public and Private Buildings fitted up 
with stained and ornamontal glass. 

ba All communications promptly responded bo. 

Way 81,74 Ly 4 


LIFE OF DR. LIVINGSTONE, 


A now book, complete authentic and relfable, containing 
his explorations and discoveries in the wilds of Africa, 
sells rapidly at low prices to suit the times, also the 
TSA A YH. by Rev. Wm. M. Willett, for all denomi- 
nations, an excellent work issued ina handsome style, 
Our FamiLy Brnves are unequalled for styles and prices, 


AGENTS WANTED * uss 
books’ at once, liberal terms dress Quaker City 


Poblishin. Qo:, Philadelphia, Fa 


WHOLUSALE AND RETAIL DRALDRS IN 


CARPETINGS, 


OIL OLOTH, 
WHITE OANTON MATTINGS, 
FANOY ‘ 7” 


RED OHEOK MATTINGS, 
RUGS, MATS, &e. 


NO. 52 SOUTH SECOND STREET, 
NO. 48 STRAWBERRY STREET 


Above Chestnut, 


PHILADELPHIA. 
Pirst Stred west of Koscond. 


43> A fall assortment for Spring trade st ie 
prises. M 


Rept.1, 78, ly. 


THE BEST WOW MADE. 


Hvery Instrument Fully Warranted for Five Years, 


SECOND HAND PIANOS at all Prices, 
ORGANS 


The Largest and Best Assortment in the Clty 


Sole State Agencies for Smith's American Organs, 
_-ELP, NEEDEAM & SON'S 
SILVER TONGUE ORGAKS, 


And Other Leading Makee. 
Meg Llustrated Catalogues furnished on Application 


WIV KNABE &CO, 


360 W. Baliimere St., Baltimer 


And 112 Bifth Ave., New Yor 
Jan. 4, 1873—1y. * M, 


THE NEW IMPROVED, 


REAUNGTON SEWING MACHINE, 


AWARDED 


Tae ‘Medal forProgress,” 


AT VIENNA, 1873, 


The Hieuwsr Orver or “ MepaLt” AWARDED At 
THE EXPosrITION. 


No Sewing Machine Received a Higher 


Prize, 


A FEW GOOD REASONS 


L.—A New Invention TaorovcuHty Txstrep and 
secured by Letters Patent, 

2.—Makes a ferfeet Lock stircm, alike on both 
sides, on all kinds af goods. 

3.—Runs Licut, Smoot, Norseruss and Rarrp— 
best combination of qualities. 

4.—Durante—Runs for Years without Repairs, 

5.—Will do all varieties of Work and Fancy 
Stitching in a superior manner, 

6.—Is Most easily Managed by the operator. 
Length of stitch may be altered while running, and ma- 
chine can be threaded without passing throad through 
holes. 
7.—Design Simple, Ingenious, Elegant, forming the 

stitch witkoué the use of Cog Wheel Gears, Rotary 
Cams or Lever Arms. Has the Automatic Drop Feed, 
which insures wngform length of stitch at any speed, 
Has our new Thread Controller, which allows easy 
movenient of needle-bar and prevents ingury to thread 

8.—-CONSTRUCTION mest careful and FINISHED, It 
is manufactured by the most skil/ful and experienced 


mechanics, at the celebrated Rem ngton Armory, 


lion, N. ¥. Philadel 
nut Street. elphia Office, $10 Cheso- 


Oct. 21,’74-13t. A. } 


16 
1875 AMERICAN SERIES 1875 
International Sunday-school Lessons, 


UNION HELPS 
FOR TEACHERS AND BIBLE OLASSBS. 


The Sunday-School World, containing Bx- 
ose by Rey. Jonn Hat, D. D.; Primary Lesson 

alks by Mrs. Auros W. Knox; Text Thoughts, with 
Blackboard Outlines, Review Charts and Coneert Exer- 
cises, &c. Monthly, 50 cents per year, postage paid. 


FOR SCHOLARS, 


Graded Lesson Papers, for Primary, Inter- 
mediated and Advanced Classes. Hach at the rate of 
wo) per 100 copies, yearly, By Mat, $9.50, postage 
paid. 

The Child’s World, containing Rev Dry New- 
mon’s Pictorial Articleson selected Lessons, and Heroes 
and Incidents of the Reformation, with other choice 
reading by the best writers. 


100 copies monthly, per year, . . $12 00 
Postage, a bes : " le . 1 00—$13 00 
100 copies semi-monthly, per year . 24 00 
Postage, .. . + 2 5 a 2 00— 26 00 


Not less than 10 copies at these rates. 


FOR THE HOME AND THE SOHOOL-ROOM, 


The Scholar’s Hand-Beok, Part IIi. 
By Rey. Hpwin W. Rice. A comple:e Scholar’s Com- 
mentary on the Old Testament series of International 
Lessons for 1875. Price 10 cents; 100 copies, $7.50. 

Daily }. essons for the Youngest Learn. 
ers. A help for the little ones at} home, in the etudy 
of the Lessons for the first six months of 1875. By 
Rey. R. CRITTENDEN. 32mo, paper, 5 cents. 

The International Sunday-school Les- 
soms, with the Golden Texts and Central Truths, O'd 
Testament Series, 1875. 64mo, paper, 50 cents per 100. 

Review Oharts. On sheets 3144 by 5 feet, in 
large bold type, to be viewed by the whole sehool. 
Published quarterly, each 50 cents. 

Superintendent’s Review Paper, explain- 
ing Chart. $1,00 per 100. 

Scholar’s Review Paper, on the same. 75 
cents per 100. 

Also Maps, Biblical Atlas, &c. &. 


PUBLISHED BY THE 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


Auzx. KIRKPATRICK, 1122 Chestnut 8t., Philadelphia. 
G.S. ScorimLp, 10 Bible House, New York. 
. R. Port, 98 Dearborn Street, Chicago. 
STEPHEN Paxson, 207 N. 8ixth Street, St. Louis. 


Send for a Catalogue and Specimen Onpies of the. 


Periodicals. 
Dec. 16, "74—2t. 


d eg RES HN TS. 
ason & Hamlin 


CABINET ORGANS 


Elegant, 
Useful, 
: Appropriate, 
Durable. 
Unfailing Sources 


ENTERTAINMENT AND. CULTURE, 


PRICES, $55, $70, $90, $100, $110, $125, 
$130, $155, $165 to $600 and upward each. 


Recent improvements have made 
Cabinet or Parior Organs the most 
popular of large musical instruments. 
Forty thousand of themare new sold 
in the United States yearly; 

The MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO., respect- 
fully refer to the MOST EMINENT MEMBERS of 
THE MUSICAL PROFESSION GENERALLY as 
to the quality and excellence of their Cabinet Organs. 
Nine out of ten of them know, and will testify, that 
these are the BEST INSTRUMENTS of their CLASS 
in the WORLD—UNEQUALLED, and, when judged 
artistically, UNAPPROACHED by any other. 

They are the ONLY American Organ largely ex- 
ported to Europe, where, imthe two great contests for 
mechanical superiority—that at Paris, in 1867, and 
Vienna, in 1873, they won for America the HIGHEST 
HONORS, to the. not small surprise of European ma- 
kers. So great was the superiority recognized in them 
at Vienna,‘that it was officially declared of other Ameri- 
can Organs in comparisen, “‘ judged leniently, they do 
not rise above respectable mediocrity.”"—See Official 


Report. 

New and beautiful styles in great variety. Prices o 
large styles reduced this month. New plans of easy 
payment. Organs rented, with privilege of purchase. 
Reat paid three years purchases an Organ. Catalogues 
free. 


WARERCOMS: 154 Tremont Street 
Boston; 25 Union Square, New York » 


80 & 82 Adams Street, Chicago. 
‘we Dec. 16, 74.—2t. A. 


FOR HOLIDAY PRESENTS. 


UMBRELLAS Se CANES, 
M, & A, HASSLER'S MANUFACTORY, 


634 ARCH STREET. 

Immense assortment “of Silk, Regina, Alpaca, and 
Zanilla Umbrellas, with Pearl, Ivory, and Natural 
Handles. Twilled Silk Umbrellas from $4.50 up, other 
Silks $3.50, up. Gold, Silver and Ivory head Oanes a 
specialty. Lagge assortment prices low. 

Dec, 16, 1874—4t. A. 


—Inyvested in Stocks and Gold 
$10 to $1,000 pays 200 per cent. 2 month, 
Send for particulars. Lumbridge & Cs., Bankers, 2 
Wall St., N. Y. WW Sop. 23, 74, 13t. A. 


pm 


ae REFORMED CHURCH 


Pea a Editions 
> \ 

Masi, tly by ° GColleetions of Bound 
GEMS OF STRAUSS. Instrumental, 

GEMS OF SCOTTISH SONG. Vosal. 

GEMS OF SACRED SONG. 
GEMS OF GERMAN Sona, 
WREATH OF Gums, 
PIANO FORTH GEMS. 
OPERATIC PRARLS. 
SHOWER OF PEARLS. 
MUSICAL TREASURE, and Instrumental. 
PIANOAT HOME, Four Hand Pieces, 

ORGAN AT HOMB. Reed Organ Music, 

PIANIST’S ALBUM. Instrumental 


PIANO FORT GEMS, 
Price per Volume, in B ; ; 
tat ge cle ge , in Boards, $2.50; Cloth, $3.00 ; 
Also handsomely bound “ Lives” of the Great Musi 
Masters : Mendelssohn, Mozart, Chopi patiny 
$1.75 10 $2.09 per book. rit Balai 


“ 


Duets. 


os 


Sold everywhere. Sent promptly by mail F 
Sor retail price. Order Heed oo a Cree a 


. 
OLIVER DITSON & CO., C.H. DITSON & CO., 
Boston, 


qit Broadway, New York. 
May 27,’74-1yr. M. 


25 New 
CHOICE GIFT BOOKS, 


YoR 


HOLIDAYS 


Old and Young. 
BIBLE HELPS. 


Send for Sample Pages of the 


TEACHERS BIBLE 


AND 


HOLIDAY CATALOGUE. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


1408 CHESTNUT St., PHILA. 
Noy. 12,°73.--tf. 


A i ls a Le a A 


BRAIL 


x3t. 


Oct. ai, ty. 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
MINISTERS 


OF THE 
REFORMED CHURCH 

2: Bal f E 
Photographs of the following Ministers : 


Rev. J. W. NEVIN, D. D. 

Rev. PHIL P SCHAFF, D. D. 
Rev. 8. R. FISHER, D. D 

Rev. H. HARBAUGH, D. D. 

Rev. J. H. A. BOMBERGER, D. D. 
Rev. N. GEHR. 

Rey. Prof. E. E. HIGBEE, D. D. 
Rev. B.S. SCHENCK, D. D. 

kev. J.C. BUCHER, >. D. 

Rev. D. ZACHARIAS, D. D. 

Rey. DAN’L GANS, D. D. 

Rev. A. H. KREMER, D. D. 

Rev. F.W. KREMER, D. D. 

Rev W.C. BENNET. 

Rev.S N CALLENDER, D.D. 
Rey. SAM’L MILLER. 

Rev. JOHN BECK, D. D. 

Rev. W. H. H. SNYDER. 

Rev. G. W. AUGHINBAUH, D. D. 
Rey. D EARNEST KLOPP. 

Rev. THOS. G. APPLE, D. D. 
Rev. C. U. HEILMAN. 

Rey A.C. WHITMER, 

Rev. P.S. DAVIS, D. D. 

Rev. J. H. DUBBS, 

Rey. CHAS. H. LEINBACH. 

Rev. §. AUG. LEINBACH. 

Rey. J. GANTENBEIN, M. D. 
Rev. F. W. KRUMMACHER, D. D. 
Rev. PETER S. FISHER. 

Rev. L. KRYDER EVANS. 

Rev. W. C. HENDRICKSON. 
Rey. SIMON S. MILLER. 

Rev. CHAS. G. FISHER. 
EDITOR OF “ CHILD'S. TREASURY.” 
EDITOR OF THE GUARDIAN. 


To be had of 


REFORMED CHURCH PUBLICATHN BOARD, 
No. 907 Arch Street, Philada, 


Price 25 cents each, Sent by mail on ee of price. 
N. B.—Photographs of other Ministers added in due 
time. 


CELEBRATED AND WORLD RENOWNED 
GRAND SQUARE AND UPRIGHT 


The superior qualities of these Pianos over otherr 
are: 


1, Its splendid and elastic touch. 
2, Singing quality of tone. 
8. Extraordinary fullness of tone. 
4, Sweetness of tone. 
5, Evennese throughout the scale, 
8. Gracefulness of proportion, 
7. Beauty of finish 
8, Durability and 
9, Keeping in tune, 
They have the endorsement of most of the leading 
Pianists ap Musical Artists, and have proved trium- 


phant ovcr all competitors receiving First Pre- 
oaimmes when and wherever exhibited. 


EVERY PURCHASER 
Oan cbtain one of these superior Instruments on terms 
to suit himself, and for the price he would have te 
give for an inferior one elsewhere, ; 


ORGANS AND MELODEONS 


for Churches, Schools, and Parlors in great variety. 
gale only at the Warehooms of 


C.J. HEPPE, 
Cor. Sixth and Thompson Sts., Phila. 


Sept. 20 73-ly M 


A 


Nov. 4,774 13t 


GHO. A. PRINCE & CO. 


Urgans & Melodeons, 


The Oldest, Largest, and’Most Perfect Manufactory in 
in the United States. 


P34. 5W ele) 


- Now in use 
No other Musieal Instrument ever obtained the same 
Popularity, 
Sa Sond for Price Lists. 


Addcess, 
Dec. 16, ’74.—4t. A. 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 
BELL FOUNDERS, TROY, N.Y. 


Manufacture a suporior quality of Bellis. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLS. 
#S Tllnstrated Catalogue sent froe 

March 19, 78,1 year. M. 


GOTH THOUSAND IH PRESS, | 


ONE agent sold in enz month, 502 eepies of the 


Life of Livingstone, 


unfolding the sarvelous achievements and thrilling 
experience cf a veritable Kewo, as also the varied 
wealth and curiosities of a most wonderful country. 
We issue the most complete and authentic work, and 
want more Agents at once. Wealse publish the choicest 
edition of Family Bibles extant, 800 i/ustra- 
tions, new features, positively unequalled. For full 
particulars address 

HUBBARD BROS., Philadaielphia, Cincinnati. and 
Boston, 

Ov.4, ’74-Lyr. A. 


POPOLIO! 


Medicines positively cure the worst cases of the follow- 
ing diseases, or money refunded : Consumption, Brun- 
chitis, Catarrh, General Debility, Kidney and Liver 
Complaints, Dyspepsia or Indigestion, Coughs, Colds, 
Acidity of the Stomach, Heartburn, Rheumatism, Neu. 
ralgia, Impurities of the Blood, Erysipelas, Costiveness, 
Diseases of the Skin, Dropsical Aftections, Fevers, Bil- 
ious,A ffections, Gravel, Fullness of Blood, Gout, Burn- 
ing of the Flesh, Languor of the Body 

Most miraculous cure ever effected. First class refer- 
ence. 


225 N. THIRVEENTH SY., Phila. 
Office-Hours from 7 A. M. tog P. M. 
J. WETHERILE KYLE, 
Wholesale Agent. 
Nov.4,’74-2mos. A. No. 751 Passyunk Ave, 


-_-— 


ONSTANT EMPLOYMENT.—At home, 
Male or Female, $30 a week warranted. No capital 
pe abs Particulars and yaluable sample sent free. 
Address with 6 cent return stamp, C. ROSS, Williams- 
Nov.4, ’74-13t. A. 


burg, N. Y. 


priced, Sacran ted against breakage, Oat 
logues containing full particul 
BUYMY EH MANUS ACL ORT RG Oooh ee t1,0, 
July 15, 74. 1 yr. e.0.w. 


a. 


raz ORIGINAL AMERICAN TEA CO. will send yeu 
direct uny quantity of Tea you require, per U. 8, 
Mail, without any extra charge. Yo ensure prempt de- 
livery, direot to the President of the Company, thus: 
“ROBERT WELLS, 48 Vesey 8t., New York, P. VU. Bex 
1287.” Agente wanted everywhere, 
Sept.9, ’74-imos, 
an ae cee uUaEEEcan 
AGENTS WANTED FOR 


THE LIFE OF JESUS, 


For Young People. 

A work presenting Christ to the young ina more 
interesting and attraetive manner than has ever beto:e 
been done. Agents always succeed with it, beeause 
parents will have it for their children. Contains 556 


uarto pages, with 60 full-page engravings. 
iiror termitory address H. 8. GCODSPERD ; & CO., Pup- 


LisHERS, 14 BarcLay 8t., Nuw YoRE. 
Sept.12, '74-6mos, 


G.S. GRIFFITH & CO, 


No. 89 & 91 West Baltimore St., 
BALTIMORE, MD., — 


Hane in stock a splendid assortment of 


MOQUETTE, AXMINSTER, 
VELVET, BRUSSELS, 
TAPESTRY, THREE-PLY 


INGRAIN, AND COMMON 


GARPRTINGS, 


GIL CLOTHS, MATTING, 


RUGS, MATS, &C. 
CHURCH CARPETS A SPECIALTY, 


and liberal allowance made. , Liberal terms to 


country merchants. 
Noy, 25, 1874, tf. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 
Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, 
mounted with the best Rotary Hang- 
ings, for Churches, Schools, Furms, 
~_Factories, Court Houses, Fire Alarms, 
Tower Clocks, Chimes, etc. 
Warranted. 
lllustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
VANDUZEN & TIFT, 
102 and 104 East Second St.,Cincinnath 


THERMS 


OF THE 


eformed rah Hleasenger. 


A single copy for one year,or fifty-two numbers, in 
advance, $2.50. If payment be delayed three months 
beyond the time the subscription due commences, 50 
cents wili be added for each year. As some induce- 
ment to our friends to canvass for new subscribers, we 
make the following 


SPECIAL OFFERS: 


To any person remitting $10 we will send the paper 
for one year, and also to any four wew names he may 
designate. 

To any person remitting $20 we willsend the paper 
for one year, and also to any ten mew names he may 
designate. - 

To any person remitting $30 we will send the paper 
for one year, and also to any fifteen xew names he may 
designate, and he will besides receive any book he may 
select, to the value of $1 25. 

4a The cash in advance must in each case accom: 
pany the order, and for new subscribers procured un- 
der these special offers, no percentage will be allowed 
beyond the deduction hated 

iscontimuances.—No paper will be stopped, 
unless orders direct from the subscriber are received to 
that effect, and all arrearages paid. We donot hold 
ourselves responsible for notice given to an Agent or 
Post Master. 


Advertisements, 


If not in conflict with the character of the paper, wil! 
be, to a limited extent, inserted at the following rates : 


9 mos.) lyr, 


Sq. |ltime) 2t, | St. | 1mo./2mos.'$ mos.'6 mos, 


_— 


1 1.50} 2.50] 38.25 16.00; 23.00 


— | 


—— 


$.50/ 5.50 


— 


z | 


5.00 


—_——- 


34 Col 


—_— 


44 Col 


—— 


%& Col 


— |——_ 


15.00 


1 Col] 18.00) 35.00 


50.00) 60.00/110.00, 175.00) 200.00) 225.00/ 250.00 
! 


4B Remittances made at our risk per mail, in regis- 
tered letters, or by Money Order, Check or Draft, pay- 
able to “ Reformed Church Publication Board” ts 
all cases relating to subscribers, the name and post- 
office address must be distinctly given; and in case of 
a change of address, the name of the post-officeat which 
it was last received, as well as the one to whichit is 
to be sent, must be plainly written. 


Address, ‘REFORMED CHURCH 
PUBLICATION BOARD,” 907 Arch 
Street, Philadelphia, 


